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BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
MEETING OF THE CABINET 

 
WEDNESDAY 6TH JULY 2016 AT 6.00 P.M. 

 
PARKSIDE SUITE - PARKSIDE 

 
MEMBERS: Councillors M. A. Sherrey (Leader), C. B. Taylor (Deputy Leader), 

G. N. Denaro, R. J. Laight, K.J. May and P. J. Whittaker 
 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence  
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 
To invite Councillors to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Other 
Disclosable Interests they may have in items on the agenda, and to confirm 
the nature of those interests. 
 

3. To confirm the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 
1st June 2016 (Pages 1 - 10) 
 

4. Bromsgrove District Plan 2011 - 2030 - Proposed Main Modifications (Pages 
11 - 46) 
 

5. Statement of Community Involvement and Local Development Scheme 
(Pages 47 - 92) 
 

6. Local Council Tax Support Scheme 2017/18 (Pages 93 - 100) 
 

7. Finance Monitoring Report 2015/16 (Pages 101 - 116) 
 

8. Asset of Community Value Application - The New Inn Bournheath (Pages 117 
- 140) 
 

9. To consider any other business, details of which have been notified to the 
Head of Legal, Equalities and Democratic Services prior to the 
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commencement of the meeting and which the Chairman, by reason of special 
circumstances, considers to be of so urgent a nature that it cannot wait until 
the next meeting  
 

 K. DICKS 
Chief Executive  

Parkside 
Market Street 
BROMSGROVE 
Worcestershire 
B61 8DA 
 
27th June 2016 
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B R O M S G R O V E  D I S T R I C T  C O U N C I L 
 

MEETING OF THE CABINET 
 

1ST JUNE 2016 AT 6.00 P.M. 
 
 
 

PRESENT: Councillors M. A. Sherrey (Leader), C. B. Taylor (Deputy Leader), 
G. N. Denaro, R. J. Laight, K.J. May and P. J. Whittaker 
 

 Observers: Councillors S. J. Baxter, S. R. Colella, J.M. L. A. Griffiths, C. 
A. Hotham , R. D. Smith and  P. L. Thomas 
 

 Officers: Mr K. Dicks, Ms S. Hanley, Ms J. Pickering, Mr J. Godwin, Ms C. 
Flanagan and Ms R. Cole 
 
 
 

1/16   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2/16   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest on this occasion. 
 

3/16   MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 6th April 2016 were 
submitted.  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 6th 
April 2016 be approved as a correct record.  
 

4/16   OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY BOARD 
 
The minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Board held on 
21st March 2016 and 25th April 2016 were submitted. There was some 
disappointment that the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Board 
was not able to be present at Cabinet to clarify any matters.  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meetings of the Overview and 
Scrutiny Board held on 21st March 2016 and 25th April 2016 be noted. 
 

5/16   AUDIT, STANDARDS AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
 
The Cabinet considered the recommendations of the Audit , Standards 
and Governance Committee resulting from its meeting on 11th May 
2016.  
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The Leader invited the Chairman of the Audit, Standards and 
Governance Committee, Councillor R. D. Smith to present the 
recommendations.  
 
Councillor Smith explained that the additional meeting had been 
arranged following a request from a number of Members of the 
Committee to consider information relating to a particular firm of 
consultants. The discussion at the meeting had been useful and had 
resulted in a number of recommendations which it was considered were 
good practice and should be applied generally as part of the Council’s 
use of consultants.  
 
The Executive Director Finance and Resources confirmed that in respect 
of (d) below, the need to ensure public and professional indemnity 
insurance was in place, was in fact already included within the Council’s 
Contract and Procedure Rules. 
 
RESOLVED: 
(a) that the monitoring process in respect of the breakdown of costs 

between Bromsgrove District Council and Redditch Borough 
Council be reviewed;   

(b) that the Portfolio Holder for Finance, together with relevant 
officers, be included in the process of setting any future waivers; 

(c) that a report be received by the Audit, Standards and Governance 
Committee from officers and the Portfolio Holder for Finance in 
respect of any waivers that have been agreed; 

(d) that officers ensure that public and professional indemnity 
insurance is in place for both consultants and contractors; 

(e) that virements in respect of staffing budgets be no longer used; 
(f) that the Council consider other methods of savings within the 

Council before using consultants; and 
(g) that the background papers and minutes of the meeting of the 

Audit, Standards and Governance Committee of 11th May 2016 
be passed to the External Auditors for information.    

 
6/16   DOLPHIN CENTRE REPLACEMENT - FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 
The Cabinet considered a report on the final contract sum proposed by 
the preferred building contractor for the replacement of the Dolphin 
Centre and a request for additional funding to support the increase in 
associated costs.  
 
Richard Smith and Paul Robertson from Mace the Council’s Project 
Managers and cost Controllers on the project were welcomed to the 
meeting. 
 
Members were reminded that in January 2016, following a successful 
funding application to Sport England, an increase of £1.5m  in overall 
capital budget had been approved, bringing the current Capital 
Programme for the entire scheme to £13m. This had  enabled the 
provision of  additional facilities for residents.   
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It was reported that since that decision officers had been working with 
the preferred contractor as part of a two stage tender process to reach 
an agreed contract sum. It became apparent that the cost plan was 
under pressure due to a number of unforeseen additional costs above 
those included within key assumptions contained in the original report 
considered by Cabinet and Council in July 2014. Members attention was 
drawn to section 3.8 of the current report which set out the reasons for 
the additional costs including: 
 

 unusual ground conditions leading to the need for a retaining wall 
and a change in the car park design; 

 

 utility supplies costs increasing due to the need for a new 
electricity substation and connection to an upgraded mains water 
supply;  

 
In addition there had been a rapid increase in building costs due to an 
upturn in the construction sector in general, together with the large 
number of  Swimming Pools and Leisure Centres built in the 1960’s and 
1970’s being replaced across the country . The impact of inflation was 
now at 9.8% as opposed to  7.1% allocated for the period up to the 
midpoint of construction.  
 
It was reported that following an initial proposal for costs approximately 
£2.5m over the approved budget, there had been a very detailed review 
process undertaken by the Project Team and this was outlined in the 
report. The additional costs had now been reduced to £619k. Officers 
had also advised  that the contingency be increased to £235k to enable 
a more realistic contingency to support the project should it be required.    
 
The total increase therefore proposed to the Capital Programme was 
£700k bringing the total cost to £13.7m (including the funding from Sport 
England). There was clearly a risk that there would be further inflationary 
pressure and if agreed to by Members, the Council should be in a 
position to sign construction contacts as a matter of urgency with a view 
to the new centre opening in the  Autumn of 2017.  
 
It was reported that following a review of the facility mix agreed in 
January 2016 and the submission of the contractors financial proposal, 
the prudential borrowing position had been revisited as part of a final 
review of the business case. The resulting income levels now anticipated 
from the larger site to be provided had increased the level of prudential 
borrowing. Based on the revised level of prudential borrowing set out in 
section 3.15 of the report there would be no detrimental impact on the 
Medium Term Financial Plan should the expected  income levels be 
achieved. 
 
In accordance with Cabinet Procedure Rules and with the agreement of 
the Leader, Councillor C. A. Hotham spoke on this issue. 
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Councillor Hotham referred to the original Business Case in comparison 
with the more recent projections. In particular the significant increase in 
income and the potential revenue that may be received from the use of 
the BAM Sports Hall. 
 
In addition Councillor Hotham referred to  surplus predictions for the 
project of £60k which had increased significantly to £92k and  requested 
that Cabinet consider the detailed background to this and in particular 
the impact which this would have on the potential prudential borrowing 
position.  
 
The Executive Director and Deputy Chief Executive reported that a 
request had been received from Councillor Bloore that a meeting be 
arranged between the Portfolio Holder, respective Group Members and 
relevant officers, in order that all parties could understand the issues 
within the report more fully prior to consideration at Council. The 
Portfolio Holder Councillor P. J. Whittaker indicated that he was in 
agreement with this approach and had requested that the meeting be 
arranged as soon as possible.  
 
Following discussion it was  
 
RECOMMENDED: 
(a) that the Capital programme for 2016/17 – 2017/18 be increased 

by £700k to £13.7m to progress the scheme; 
 
(b) that the funding of £700k be secured by 

(i) prudential borrowing of £465k; and 
(ii) release of balances of £235k to fund the contingency 

should it be required.  
  
 

7/16   NEW HOMES BONUS SCHEME 
 
The Cabinet considered the report on a revised New Homes Bonus 
(NHB) Community Grants Scheme to enable community groups to apply 
for funding from the NHB grant received by the Council. 
 
 It was noted that the revised Scheme had previously been deferred to 
enable a review of the funding position within the Medium Term 
Financial Plan. The allocation of £101k was included in the 2016/17 
budget and approved at Council. As set out in the Financial Implications 
section of the report, the budget was balanced for 2016/17 and the 
shortfall for 2017/18 is being addressed. In view of the current level of 
balances,  the funds for NHB scheme are therefore available.  
 
In addition attention was drawn to the £23,840 underspend from the 
2015/16 NHB scheme process and it had been agreed that this be 
carried forward to increase the available funding for 2016/17 to 
approximately £124k.  The new scheme proposed that the funding be 
allocated to areas on the basis of the homes completed in 2014/15 (this 



Cabinet 
1st June 2016 

- 5 - 

being the most recent complete year of data available).  The bidding 
process by Community Groups was proposed to remain similar to 
2015/16.  
 
In accordance with Cabinet Procedure rules and with the agreement of 
the Leader, Councillor S. J. Baxter spoke on this issue. 
 
Councillor Baxter welcomed the continuation of a NHB scheme and 
agreed with a number of aspects of the scheme. There were however a 
few points of concern.  
 
In relation to the carry forward of £23, 840 underspend, Councillor 
Baxter felt it was unfair that this would now be allocated in accordance 
with the new regime as this would mean that communities which had 
been the location for new development at an earlier stage would be 
precluded from bidding for this funding.     
 
Within the Scheme itself, the criteria included that the projects must be 
sustainable but this would be very difficult if the funding available was 
£548 as in the Hollywood Ward. It was possible that the total cost of the 
application process would be more than the grant awarded.  Councillor 
Baxter also queried whether adjacent Wards could join together to apply 
in respect of projects which may be cross boundary.   
 
The Portfolio Holder for Finance, Councillor G. N. Denaro  responded 
that he had some sympathy in terms of the eligibility for  the £23,840. 
The initial thinking had been that the underspend could be rolled forward 
but this had been on the assumption that the guidelines for the Scheme 
remained the same. 
 
In terms of the Scheme itself  it was proposed that the application 
process as a whole be reviewed by the NHB Panel and this could 
include a simplified process in respect of applications for smaller 
amounts. The Panel would also consider “joint” applications on a 
adjacent Ward basis and this could be made clearer within the Scheme.    
 
Members also discussed the availability of funding from other sources 
such as the  County Councillor Divisional funding. It was confirmed that 
information on this formed part of the application form.  
 
Following discussion it was  
 
RECOMMENDED: 
(a)  that the revised New Homes Bonus Community Grants Scheme 

as set out in Appendix 1 to the report be approved subject to the 
exclusion of the sum of £23,840 (unallocated from 2015/16 
scheme) and the subsequent recalculation of the sums available 
to each Ward ; 

(b) that 25% of the additional New Homes Bonus grant received in 
2016/17 be used to calculate the amount of £101k to be allocated 
to the scheme; and 
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(c) that the sum of £23,840 previously unallocated from the 2015/16 
scheme, be allocated to bids from Communities previously 
affected by housing growth in 2015/16, using the criteria from 
2015/16.         

 
 

8/16   APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
The Cabinet considered a report on appointments and nominations to 
Outside Bodies which are executive functions made by office and 
therefore made by the Cabinet. 
 
RESOLVED that appointments be made to the bodies listed in the 
appendix to the report.  
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 6.50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
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Outside Bodies By Office (Cabinet appointments) 

Organisation Number of 
representatives 
and length of term 
 

Representation 
2015-16 

Nominations 
2016-17 

Age UK 
 
Bromsgrove, Redditch 
and Wyre Forest 
branches have 
recently combined to 
create a new charity.  
Details of nominations 
are awaited and we are 
asked not to appoint 
to the charity in the 
meantime. 
 

Portfolio holder with 
responsibility for 
older people 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 

None to be 
made; await 
clarification 
from Age UK 

Greater Birmingham and 
Solihull Local Enterprise 
Partnership 
(LEP) 
 

One Leader and 
one  
Substitute 
nominated from 3 
North 
Worcestershire 
Councils 
 

Cllr J-P Campion, 
Wyre Forest DC 
 
Sub: Cllr B 
Hartnett, 
Redditch BC 
 

Councillor G 
Chance, 
Redditch BC 
 
Sub: Cllr T 
Onslow, Wyre 
Forest DC 

Greater Birmingham and 
Solihull LEP Supervisory 
Board 
 

Leader by office 
 
Substitute – Deputy 
Leader 
Check each year 
 

Councillor M 
Sherrey 
 
Substitute 
Councillor Taylor 

Cllr M Sherrey 
 
 
Sub: Cllr K 
Taylor 

Greater Birmingham and 
Solihull LEP Area EU 
Structural and 
Investment Fund (ESIF) 
Committee 
 

One representative 
and one substitute 
to represent the 3 
North 
Worcestershire 
Districts 

Cllr J Fisher, 
Redditch BC 
 
Sub: Dean Piper, 
North Worcs 
Economic Devt 
 

Cllr J Fisher, 
Redditch BC 
 
Sub: Dean 
Piper, North 
Worcs 
Economic 
Development  
 

Bromsgrove Partnership 
(Local Strategic 
Partnership) 
 

Leader (Portfolio 
holder) 
 
Substitute – Deputy 
Leader 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor Taylor 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor 
Taylor 
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Organisation Number of 
representatives 
and length of term 
 

Representation 
2015-16 

Nominations 
2016-17 

District Councils 
Network 

Leader 
 
Substitute – Deputy 
Leader 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor Taylor 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor 
Taylor 
 

Improvement and 
Efficiency Social 
Enterprise 
 

Leader 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 

Councillor 
Sherrey 

Local Government 
Association General 
Assembly 

Leader 
 
Substitute – Deputy 
Leader 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor Taylor 
 
 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor 
Taylor 

North Worcestershire 
Community Safety 
Partnership 
 

Cabinet member Councillor 
Sherrey 

Councillor May 

PATROL 
(Parking And Traffic 
Regulations Outside 
London) Adjudication 
Joint Committee 

Portfolio Holder for 
Environmental 
Services  
 
Substitute: 
 

Councillor 
Whittaker 
 
Sub: 

Councillor 
Laight 
 
 
Sub: 

West Midlands 
Employers 
(previously West 
Midlands Councils) 

Portfolio Holder for 
Human Resources 
 

Councillor 
Denaro 
 
Sub: Councillor 
Laight 
 

Councillor 
Denaro 
 
 
Sub: -  

Shared Services 
Members Board 
( by office and 2 further 
representatives 
appointed at Council) 
 
 

Leader 
Deputy Leader 
 
 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor Taylor 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor 
Taylor 

Worcestershire Health 
and Wellbeing Board 
 

1 rep for North 
Worcestershire and 
1 substitute 

Cllr M Sherrey 
 
Sub:  Cllr P 
Witherspoon, 
Redditch BC 
 

Cllr Sherrey 
 
Sub:  Cllr P 
Witherspoon, 
Redditch BC 
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Organisation Number of 
representatives 
and length of term 
 

Representation 
2015-16 

Nominations 
2016-17 

Worcestershire 
Intermediate Body to 
Deliver European 
Structural Investment 
Funds (ESIF) 
 
 

One representative 
and one substitute 
to represent the 3 
North 
Worcestershire 
Districts 

Cllr J Fisher 
(Redditch BC) 
 
Sub: Dean Piper, 
(NWEDR) 

Cllr J Fisher 
(Redditch BC) 
 
Sub: Dean 
Piper, 
(NWEDR) 

Worcestershire Local 
Enterprise Partnership 
 

One representative 
on behalf of the 3 
North 
Worcestershire 
Councils – required 
by LEP constitution 
 

Cllr M Sherrey 
 
Sub: Leader from 
Wyre Forest or 
Redditch 
 

Cllr Sherrey 
 
Sub: TBC from 
Redditch or 
Wyre Forest  

Worcestershire Local 
Strategic Partnership 

Leader 
Nominated 
substitute of the 
Deputy Leader 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor Taylor 
 

Councillor 
Sherrey 
 
Councillor 
Taylor 
 

Worcestershire Local 
Transport Board 
 

Two representatives 
and one substitute 
from the North 
Worcestershire 
authorities 

Cllr R Laight 
Sub: Cllr G 
Chance, 
Redditch BC 
 

Cllr G Chance, 
Redditch BC 
 
Cllr T Onslow, 
Wyre Forest 
DC 
 
Substitute: 
Councillor R 
Laight 
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Bromsgrove District Plan 2011 – 2030 – Proposed Main Modifications 
 

Relevant Portfolio Holder Councillor Kit Taylor 

Portfolio Holder Consulted Yes 

Relevant Head of Service Ruth Bamford 

Ward(s) Affected All Wards 

Ward Councillor(s) Consulted Yes – Via officer briefings 

Non Key Decision  Yes 

 
1. SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 
 
1.1 The following report outlines the Examination in Public process the Bromsgrove 

District Plan 2011 -2030 has undergone over recent years. It identifies the Main 
Modifications proposed by the Planning Inspector, and explains the public 
consultation required. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

The Committee is asked to RECOMMEND to the Council that 
 
Council notes the recommended main modifications of the Inspector as set 
out in Appendix 1 and authorises officers to proceed with an 8 week 
consultation on the main modifications to run from 27th July 2016 to 21st 
September 2016. Details of the method of consultation are set out in 
paragraphs 3.47 to 3.50 of this report.  
 

 
3. KEY ISSUES 

 
Financial Implications 

 
3.1 The cost of carrying out the consultation is not excessive and can be funded 

through existing budgets. 
 

Legal Implications 
 
3.2 The relevant legislation setting out the process approval and adoption of Local 

Plans is contained in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 as 
amended (PCPA 2004). 

 
3.3 The Inspector can recommend ‘main modifications’ (changes that materially 

affect the policies) to make a submitted Local Plan sound and legally compliant if 
asked to do so by the Local Planning Authority under section 20(7C) of the 
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PCPA 2004. The Council can also put forward ’additional modifications’ of its 
own to deal with more minor matters. 

3.4 The Local Plan Examination in Public has progressed to the point where the 
Inspector has proposed Main Modifications to the Plan. He was invited to 
suggest these modifications by the Authority. The Inspector now requires the 
Local Planning Authority to consult upon all proposed Main Modifications. The 
Inspector’s report on the Plan will only be issued once the Local Planning 
Authority has consulted on the Main Modifications and the Inspector has had the 
opportunity to consider the representations on these. This is part of the standard 
procedure in the Examination process and it is entirely normal for Inspectors to 
suggest Modifications.  
 

3.5 On receipt of the Inspector’s final report on the Plan (following consultation on 
the Main Modifications) s23(3) of the PCPA 2004 allows an Authority to adopt 
the Local Plan with only the Main Modifications or adopt the Local Plan with the 
Main Modifications and any additional modifications that do not materially affect 
the policies.  

 
3.6 At the adoption stage the Authority is bound by the Main Modifications; the 

Authority cannot alter the Main Modifications in any way. At the adoption stage 
the Authority can decide to adopt the Plan with Main Modifications (and any non-
material modifications if appropriate) or not to adopt the Local Plan. Thus the 
consultation period for the Main Modifications is critical for interested parties to 
make representations about the Main Modifications to the Inspector. 

 
Background 

 
 The Bromsgrove District Plan Examination in Public 
 
 
 
3.7 In September 2013 the Bromsgrove District Plan 2011 -2030 (BDP) Proposed 

Submission version was approved by the Council for Publication. Following a 
period of representations the BDP was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 
the 12th March 2014 this was the beginning of the Examination in Public (EIP) 
proceedings. The Planning Inspectorate appointed Mr Michael J Hetherington 
BSc (Hons) MA MRTPI MCIEEM to carry out the EIP. The EIP proceedings have 
been lengthy and complicated and the following few paragraphs outline the key 
stages that have taken place since March 2014. 

 
3.8 Despite some initial concerns around the Objectively Assessed Housing Needs 

(OAHN), the first public hearing sessions took place in June 2014, these 
sessions were held jointly with Redditch Borough Council, and were concerned 
with the Duty to Cooperate (DTC) and the OAHN. On 17th July 2014 the 
Inspector’s Interim Conclusions were received. This concluded that whilst the 
DTC had been met, further work was required on the OAHN for Bromsgrove. 
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3.9 Additional work on the Bromsgrove OAHN was submitted by BDC in September 

2014, it was then confirmed by the Inspector that the Bromsgrove only hearing 

sessions could recommence in December 2014. The Bromsgrove hearing 

sessions were held between 2ndand 4th December 2014, these sessions 

excluded any consideration of the cross boundary sites, as the Inspector wished 

to examine this issue jointly with Redditch Borough Council at a separate hearing 

session.  As a result of these hearings some additional work was requested to be 

carried out to provide more evidence on housing land supply, the Gypsies and 

Travellers Accommodation Assessment (GTAA), and retail floor space figures. 

3.10 Meanwhile, a delay had been requested to the cross boundary hearing sessions, 

which was approved by the Inspector. The rescheduled hearings were held over 

two days in June 2015. The Inspector issued a note in July 2015, requesting that 

further work be carried out to clarify the site selection, and Sustainability 

Appraisal process. 

3.11 The Councils submitted a timetable of proposed works to the Inspector in 

September 2015. The Inspector responded to the effect that less extensive work 

was needed and as such a shorter timescale should be possible. The Councils 

responded that the less extensive work could be completed, and submitted in 

December 2015, this was accepted by the Inspector. 

3.12 In December the Councils submitted a Narrative of all the evidence including the 

Housing Growth Development Study. The Narrative presented the rationale for 

the selection of the proposed allocations, and referenced additional Heritage 

Assets evidence; this was the specific work the Inspector asked the Councils to 

undertake.  Further work was also published on the 5 Year Housing Land 

Supply, and the GTAA. 

3.13 This work was published for consultation for a period of 6 weeks, closing on the 

Tuesday 16th February 2016. The Narrative and the associated consultation 

responses to it were the focus of further hearing sessions which took place on 

the 23rd and 24th March 2016. Following these further hearings the Inspector 

informed the Councils on the 15th April, that he would now not be recommending 

that the Councils undertake any more work or withdraw the plans, and that he 

would be producing a Schedule of Main Modifications. It is these Main 

Modifications which are the subject of this report. 

 What are Main Modifications?  

3.14 Main Modifications are those modifications which the Inspector feels necessary 

to make the Plan legally compliant and sound. Main Modifications must 

materially affect one or more of the policies set out in the Plan. Changes to the 

reasoned justification or supporting text are also considered Main Modifications if 
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they materially affect the operation of any policy. Without these Main 

Modifications the plan would not be able to proceed to Adoption. 

The BDP Proposed Main Modifications 

3.15 For information the BDP contains  

 A District Profile which describes Bromsgrove District as it is at the 
moment 

 The challenges facing Bromsgrove that the Plan can help to address and 
the objectives for addressing these challenges    

 A vision of how the District could develop as a place to meet the needs of 
its local residents, businesses and visitors in the future  

 A strategy to direct growth to sustainable locations  

 A set of twenty six Policies to deliver the strategy  

 A monitoring and implementation framework for delivering the Plan. The 
Plan is supported by a draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) which 
attempts to show how the proposed development may be delivered. The 
IDP is a ‘live’ document and can be found as a separate document within 
the evidence base.  

 

3.16 The following sections summarise the changes made to each element / policy of 
the BDP, it should be read in conjunction with the full Schedule of Main 
Modifications at Appendix 1 and also the Bromsgrove District Plan Proposed 
Submission version which can be viewed at, 

 http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/748662/CD-11-BDP-Submission-
Version.pdf 

 
3.17 Introduction and Context, District Profile and Plan Vision 

A series of minor amendments which include, correcting a reference to the 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan, more explicit reference to the Black Country and 
Solihull, meeting the needs of the elderly population, and clarification of the Local 
Plan Review and its impact on the Green Belt boundaries. 
 

3.18 BDP 1 Sustainable Development Principles  
This very minor change inserts a small number of words and removing one, to 
aid the clarity of the policy. 

 
3.19 BDP2 Settlement Hierarchy Policy  

Changes are made to this policy which removes the link between the settlement 
hierarchy and the future Green Belt Review. The future Green Belt Review will 
be assessed on sustainable development principles as opposed to relying on the 
more restrictive settlement hierarchy. Also removal of the suitable development 
column in the settlement hierarchy table, this was discussed in the examination 
hearings where it was felt it wasn’t needed in the context of what the hierarchy 
was looking to achieve. 

 
3.20 BDP3 Future Housing and Employment Growth  

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/748662/CD-11-BDP-Submission-Version.pdf
http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/748662/CD-11-BDP-Submission-Version.pdf
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The Main Modification to this policy is the clarification of the objectively assessed 
housing needs and the housing requirement in the plan; they have now been set 
at 6648 and 7000 respectively. Other changes have also been made to update 
some of the housing delivery numbers, the main implication being that land to 
accommodate 2300 houses needs to be released from the Green Belt for 
Bromsgrove’s needs rather than 2400.  
 

3.21 BDP 4 Green Belt 
The changes to this policy link in with the changes made to BDP2 and BDP3 
described above, in that it clarifies the break in the link between the Green Belt 
review and the settlement hierarchy, and also confirms that 2300 houses is the 
number of dwellings which is required as part of the review of the Green Belt. 
Changes are also made which confirm that the timing of the plan review, in terms 
of the providing for some of the wider needs of the Conurbation will be 
dependent on the evidence prepared in conjunction with the GBSLEP and 
maintenance of a 5 Year Housing Land Supply (5YHLS). A change is also made 
to the 40% rule for proportionate extensions in the Green Belt which appears in 
this policy, this change is to clarify the position with regards to what can be 
achieved under the now more relaxed Permitted Development rights. 

 
3.22 BDP 5A Bromsgrove Town Expansion Sites 

Additions of text to link the development proposals at the Perryfields Road site, 
with the Green infrastructure concept plan which has been developed for this 
site. Further additions of text as agreed with the Environment Agency in a 
Statement of Common Ground (SOCG), to add clarity to what is required 
mitigation with regards to the protection of water quality and flood risk. The 
numbers of new dwellings on the 3 main expansion sites have all been changed 
to ‘approximately’ rather than ‘minimums’, this is to allow for some flexibility to 
amend the schemes should it be necessary as they progress over the 
forthcoming years. 

 
3.23 BDP 5B Other development Sites 

Ravensbank development site  
Similar changes as identified above in respect of water quality and flood risk. An 
addition is also made to the supporting text, to confirm that the setting of Gorcott 
Hall, which is a Grade II* Listed Building, must be protected in line with the 
heritage assessment the Council has produced.  
 

3.24 RCBD 1 Redditch Cross Boundary Development  
A series of changes have been made to this policy to aid clarity and consistency 
with other elements of the plan. These changes are in the same vein as changes 
to BDP 5A in relation to water quality and flood risk and approximate 
development targets, and BDP 5B in relation to heritage assets. The assets to be 
protected in this instance are, Lane House Farm House, and Hewell Grange 
Conservation Area and Grade II* Registered Park and Garden. 
 

3.25 BDP 6 Infrastructure Contributions 
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This is a very minor change to allow for contributions to continue to be received 
in advance of the adoption of a Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 
3.26 BDP 7 Housing Mix and Density 

Policy changed to clarify that on sites of 10 or more dwellings, a wider mix of 
housing types may be required. 

 
3.27 BDP 8 Affordable Housing  

This policy has been amended to reflect the changes to the national guidance, 
the main change being that schemes of 10 units or less do not have to make a 
contribution to affordable housing provision. 
 

3.28 BDP 9 Rural Exception Sites 
No change to the policy wording, although a minor change to the supporting text 
to remove reference to the suitable development column of the settlement 
hierarchy, which has now been removed as explained with reference to BDP 2 
above. 
 

3.29 BDP10 Homes for the Elderly  
Changes in both the policy and the supporting text to remove reference to the 
Lifetime Homes Standards and Code for Sustainable Homes, this is in line with 
the written Ministerial statement 25th March 2015. This statement confirmed that 
local plans should not introduce additional local technical standards or 
requirements relating to the construction, internal layout or performance of new 
dwellings. 
 

3.30 BDP 11 Accommodation for Gypsies, Travellers, and Travelling Showpeople 
A change to the supporting text is required to clarify the up to date position with 
regards to the GTAA, which was published whilst the plan was being examined. 
This new assessment confirms that it will be necessary to consider whether 
gypsy and traveller sites will be needed when the Plan is reviewed. 
 

3.31 BDP 12 Sustainable Communities 
A new paragraph has been added to allow for the full consideration of service 
specific needs, when applying the policy tests designed to prevent the loss 
important community facilities. 
 

3.32 BDP 13 New Employment Development 
No modifications required. 

 
3.33 BDP 14 Designated Employment  

No modifications required. 
 
3.34 BDP 15 Rural Renaissance  

Minor change to remove wind energy developments from the list of the 
development to be encouraged, this is now covered by revised national policy. 

 
3.35 BDP 16 Sustainable Transport 
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There are very minor amendments to confirm that financial contributions will be 
sought from developers. 

 
3.36 BDP 17 Town Centre Regeneration 

A section of the supporting text has been amended to reference specifically the 
requirement for new comparison retail up to 2030, this has been confirmed as 
16,300 sqm. The policy wording has also been updated to this effect. The rest of 
the changes required to the Town Centre policies were instigated by the 
Environment Agency who wanted specific references made to the need for the 
flood risk of developments in the Town Centre to be considered. Other minor 
factual changes are required to reflect the fact that the Parkside redevelopment 
has taken place. 
 

3.37 BDP 18 Local Centres 
Minor amendment to allow for other Town Centre uses on the ground floor 
properties, in the various allocated local centres across the District. 

 
3.38 BDP 19 High Quality Design 

As per the changes made to BDP 10 a number of modifications have been made 
to this policy to remove the reference to the various technical design standards, 
such as the Code for Sustainable Homes. 
 

3.39 BDP 20 Managing the Historic Environment 
A number of changes have been made to the policy to ensure that the most up to 
date terminology is used, i.e. the use of ‘heritage assets’ as opposed to listed 
buildings, and not all heritage assets will be listed or locally listed buildings. 

 
3.40 BDP 21 Natural Environment  

A new paragraph has been inserted by the Inspector to reference the hierarchy 
of designated sites as set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
this will give added protection to important ecological sites. 
 

3.41 BDP 22 Climate Change 
As per other policies mentioned above, a number of changes have been made to 
remove reference to the standards such as the Code for Sustainable Homes. 
 

3.42 BDP 23 Water Management  
An additional paragraph has been included to refer to new guidance on the 
requirements for flood risk assessment, this in line with new government advice 
on climate change, as agreed with the Environment Agency. 
 

3.43 BDP 24 Green Infrastructure  
No modifications required. 
 

3.44 BDP 25 Health and Well Being 
No modifications required. 
 

3.45 Appendices  
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A small number of changes have been made to the appendices to update some 
of the definitions on the Glossary, and clarify the position with the current plan 
once the new BDP is adopted. 
 

3.46 Whilst the above summary and the schedule may look like the BDP has been 

amended significantly by the Inspector. It is the officer’s view that whilst the 

modifications are main ones, and therefore required, they do not make wholesale 

changes to the vast majority of the Plan, many of the modifications are very 

similar to suggested changes made by council officers. All of the site allocations, 

including the large sites on the edge of Bromsgrove Town and the edge of 

Redditch, remain in the plan. 

 The Consultation  

3.47  The Modifications requested by the Inspector require public consultation. The 

Council is invited to carry out the consultation on behalf of the Inspector. It is 

proposed that as we are entering the summer holiday period to extend the 

consultation to an 8 week period running between 27th July – 21st September.  

3.48 This consultation is not an opportunity to raise matters that either were, or could 

have been, part of the earlier representations or hearings on the submitted Plan. 

Comments should be confined to the Main Modifications and address the 

following points 

 Make clear in what way the published Main Modification is not sound or not 

legally compliant,  

 Support representation by evidence showing why the Main Modifications 

should be changed. 

 Say precisely how the Main Modifications should be changed.  

3.49 Upon the consultation period closing all the responses will be sent to the 

Inspector. The Council will not comment on or respond to the representations 

received. Responses to these Main Modifications are for the Inspector to 

consider.  

3.50 It is anticipated that officers will be sending out letters advertising the 
consultation to statutory consultees, everyone who made a formal submission to 
the plan at the Proposed Submission stage, and anyone on the examination 
database. This letter will also contain a note explaining the scope of the 
consultation as outlined above. There will also be the same information on the 
Council’s website, an advert will be placed in the local papers, and hard copies 
distributed to public buildings across the District as per all the other consultations 
carried out on the BDP. 

 
Customer / Equalities and Diversity Implications 
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3.51 As outlined above the Modifications will be subjected to public consultation. 
 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
4.1 The risks associated with the Bromsgrove District Plan are managed via the 

Councils 4Risk management system. Without this consultation the plan cannot 
proceed to the next stage. 

 
5. APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1 Bromsgrove District Plan – Proposed Main Modifications  

 
6. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 
All the information and documents associated with the BDP and the examination 
can be viewed on the Councils website at www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/bdp 
 

AUTHOR OF REPORT 
 
Name: Mike Dunphy  
email: m.dunphy@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
Tel.: 01527 881325 

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/bdp
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Bromsgrove District Plan – Proposed Main Modifications 
(Consultation Version) 

This schedule sets out the Proposed Main Modifications to the submitted version of the District 

Plan that, subject to the outcome of this consultation period, are considered to be necessary in 

order for it be ‘sound’ and able to be adopted by the District Council as a Development Plan 

Document.   

 

The modifications below are expressed either in the conventional form of strikethrough for 

deletions and italics for additions of text, or by specifying the modification in words in bold text.  

 

The page numbers and paragraph numbering below refer to the submission local plan, and do 

not take account of the deletion or addition of text.  Further renumbering of pages and 

paragraphs will be required as a consequence of these modifications. 

 
 

Ref Page Policy/ 
para 

Main Modification 

MM1 3 Introduction 

and 

Context 

1.7 

The Plan includes: 

• A District Profile which describes Bromsgrove as it is at the moment 

• The challenges facing Bromsgrove that the Plan can help to address 
and the objectives for addressing these challenges 

• A vision of how the District could develop as a place to meet the 
needs of its local residents, businesses and visitors in the future 

• A strategy to direct growth to sustainable locations and achieve the 
vision 

• A set of Policies to deliver the strategy 

• A monitoring and implementation framework for delivering the Plan. 
The Plan is supported by a draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) 
which attempts to show how the proposed development may be 
delivered. 

The IDP is at present in draft and as a ‘live’ document and will be updated 

before Submission of the Plan. The draft IDP can be found as a separate 

document. 

MM2 10 District 

Profile 

2.28 

Due to the District’s close proximity to the West Midlands conurbation, many 

inhabitants in Bromsgrove District commute to work in Birmingham, the Black 

Country and Solihull. 

MM3 12 Vision 

4.6 

In the next 15 to 20 years, the District will have achieved a more balanced 

housing market and be continuing to deliver the required level of housing 

growth to meet local needs, including the needs of the elderly population. 

MM4 13 Vision 

4.12 

Following the Local Plan Review, the Green Belt boundary boundaries will 

remain unchanged8 and until 2030 and beyond.   The quality of the 

environment will continue to improve with the existing high levels of open 

space and ‘greenery’ within the settlements maintained and improved. 

 

8. Subject to Redditch Cross Boundary Sites and full Green Belt Review by 

2030 
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Ref Page Policy/ 
para 

Main Modification 

MM5 17 BDP1.3 b) Specific policies in that Framework indicate that development should be 

restricted as stated in footnote 9 of paragraph 14 of the NPPF. For example, 

those policies relating to sites designated as Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest; remaining land designated as Green Belt, Local Green Space, 

designated Heritage Assets and locations at risk of flooding. 

MM6 17 BDP1.4 Accessibility to public transport options and the ability of the local and 

strategic road networks to accommodate additional traffic; 

MM7 17 BDP1.4 d) The quality of the natural environment including any potential impact on 

biodiversity, water quality, geodiversity, landscape and the provision of/and 

links to green infrastructure (GI) networks; 

MM8 18 BDP2 

8.13 

Whilst the majority of development will occur around the Town and in the 

larger settlements there will be opportunities for small affordable housing 

schemes in rural settlements that meet local needs. To reflect the need to 

boost housing the four facets of housing delivery set out in the policy are not 

set out in a priority order as it is recognised that all four will have an important 

role in delivering housing.  Until a Green Belt Review and Local Plan Review 

is carried out it is considered desirable for village envelope boundaries to 

remain unchanged. 

MM9 19 BDP2 BDP2.1 Initially Tthere will be four main facets to the delivery of housing in to 

meet the needs of Bromsgrove District  consisting of the following: 

a) BDP2.1 Development of previously developed land or buildings within 

existing settlement boundaries which are not in the designated Green Belt; 

b) BDP2.2 Expansion Sites around Bromsgrove Town (as identified in BDP 

5A); 

c) BDP2.3 Development Sites in or adjacent to large settlements (as 

identified in BDP 5B); and 

d) BDP.2.4 Exceptionally, affordable housing will be allowed in or on the 

edge of settlements in the Green Belt where a proven local need has been 

established through a comprehensive and recent survey and where the 

choice of site meets relevant planning criteria. Where viability is a concern 

the inclusion of other tenures within a scheme may be acceptable where full 

justification is provided. Where a proposed site is within the boundaries of a 

settlement, which is not in the Green Belt, a local need for housing would not 

need to be justified. 

Proposals for development for needs arising outside the District will be fully 

justified and based on principles of sustainable development and evidence 

indicating the most appropriate location for such development across the 

West Midlands area. 

BDP2.2 BDP2.5 Proposals for new development for Bromsgrove’s needs 

should be located in accordance with the District’s settlement hierarchy as 

shown in table 2 on page 20 within this policy if up to date evidence supports 

this. This will ensure that development contributes to the regeneration 

priorities for the area, preserves the attractiveness of the environment, 

reduces the need to travel and promotes sustainable communities based on 



 

3 
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para 

Main Modification 

the services and facilities that are available in each settlement and will assist 

villages to remain viable and provide for the needs of the catchment 

population that they serve. 

 

BDP2.6 The Settlement Hierarchy outlined above will provide the guiding 

principles in terms of sustainability for the proposed Green Belt Review 

sequential testing as outlined in BDP4 Green Belt. 

 

BDP2.7 The ‘village envelope’ i.e. the defined settlement boundary for a 

village, is identified on the Policies Map and will remain unaltered until a 

review of the Green Belt is undertaken. Within the village envelope 

appropriate development will be limited to suitable infill plots. This applies to 

the following villages; Adams Hill, Belbroughton, Beoley (Holt End), 

Bournheath, Burcot, Clent, Fairfield, Finstall, Holy Cross, Hopwood, Lower 

Clent, Romsley and Rowney Green. 

 

[Table 2 (page 20) District’s Settlement Hierarchy: 

Layout and design to clarify that table 2 falls within policy BDP2] 

MM10 20 BDP2 table 

2 2nd 

Column –

Large 

Settlement

s 

Alvechurch 

Barnt Green (including Lickey) 

Catshill 

Hagley 

Rubery 

Wythall (including Drakes Cross, Grimes Hill and Hollywood) 

MM11 20 BDP2, 

Table 2 3rd 

Column 

Suitable development 

 

Comparison and convenience retail (to meet District requirements and 

needs) 

Commercial leisure- restaurants, cafes pubs and bars 

Office 

Residential development of a scale proportional to the sustainability of the 

settlement 

Hotels/guest houses 

Employment 

Leisure/culture i.e. churches, health centres, libraries, public halls etc 

Major services 

Convenience A1 retail (to meet needs of the specific village) 

Local services 

Residential development of a scale proportional to the sustainability of 

thesettlement 

Small scale business/office development 

Leisure/culture i.e. churches, health centres, libraries, public halls etc 

 

Housing to meet local needs (through rural exception sites in appropriate 
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circumstances). Where a proposed site is within the boundaries of a 

settlement, 

which is not in the Green Belt, a local need for housing would not need to be 

justified 

Local services 

Small scale rural employment in appropriate circumstances. 

More limited local services for example, local convenience shop/post office or 

public house 

MM12 20 BDP2 

Table 2 – 

Small 

settlement 

Small ‘Settlement’10 (population circa 50-2500) 

10. Villages highlighted in blue are subject to a village envelope 

MM13 21 BDP3 

8.19 

The Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2012 (SHMA) 

analyses the current housing market and assesses future demand and need 

for housing within each local authority across the County. In determining the 

potential housing requirement for the District a range of scenarios were 

tested with the most realistic being a migration-led and employment 

constrained scenarios which identified a net dwelling requirement for the 

period 2011-2030 of 6,980 and 6,780 respectively. However to ensure the 

evidence is robust and up to date further demographic forecasts have been 

completed. Based on the demographic scenarios run, it is considered that the 

figure of 6,648 would represent the Objectively Assessed housing need and 

a figure of 7,000 over the period 2011-2030 meets the full housing 

requirement of the District. The Council is committed to significantly 

increasing the supply of housing to meet need and demand. On this basis a 

housing target of 7,000 is proposed for the 19 year plan period. 

 

MM14 21 BDP3  

8.21 

The NPPF highlights that windfalls can now be included in 5 year land supply 

calculations where there is compelling evidence that windfalls have 

consistently become available and will continue to do so in the future. A 

separate paper entitled ‘5 Year Land Supply in Bromsgrove District’ 

highlights that an allowance of 30 40 dwellings per annum should be 

included. 

MM15 21 BDP3 

8.22 

The sites and associated development trajectories identified in the SHLAA 

highlight that approximately 4,600 4,700 homes will be delivered in the period 

up to 2023 over the plan period without development in the Green Belt.  This 

equates to the equivalent of a 12 7 years supply of land that can be delivered 

without the need to alter Green Belt boundaries. Previous versions of the 

SHLAA have indicated that only 4,000 homes could be developed on non-

Green Belt land. This increase of 600 700 is primarily due to the inclusion of 

a windfall allowance. The breakdown of the types of sites contributing to the 

4,600 4,700 total is detailed in the table below: 

MM16 21 BDP3 

table 

Source of Supply                         No. of Dwellings 

Net Completions (2011-136)   1124 386 
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Net Commitments                         1092 12 1052 

Bromsgrove Expansion Sites             1790 2106 

Remaining Development Sites    66 179 

Other SHLAA Sites                          97 421 

Windfall Allowance                          560 (40 x 14 yrs) 480 

TOTAL:                                    4729 4624 

MM17 21 Footnote 

12 page 21  

12 This figure includes the development sites at Selsdon Close (Wythall), St. 
Godwalds Road (Bromsgrove), Birmingham Road (Alvechurch), Kendall End 
Road (Barnt Green), Kidderminster Road (Hagley) , and Bleakhouse Farm 
(Wythall) and Norton Farm (Bromsgrove). 

MM18 21 BDP3 

8.23 

It is clear ly essential that a full Green Belt Review will be required is 

undertaken following the adoption of this Plan to ensure that land can be 

identified and allocated via a Local Plan Review to ensure that the remaining 

2,400 2,300 homes can be delivered and additional sites then allocated in a 

Local Plan Review.  The timing of this review will be determined by updated 

evidence such as, the GBSLEP Strategic Housing Needs Study and the 

monitoring of housing delivery against the Council’s projected housing 

trajectory.  This will ensure guarantee that land can be identified and 

allocated to ensure that the remaining 2,400 2,300 homes can be delivered. 

This will ensure that the Council is in a position to achieve the housing target 

of 7,000 by 2030. 

 

 

MM19 22 BDP 3 

Future 

Housing 

and 

Employme

nt Growth 

table 

Dwellings outside Green Belt 4600 4700 

Green Belt Review 2400  2300 

 

MM20 22 8.25 As mentioned above the Council has a duty to co-operate on planning issues 

that cross administrative boundaries, particularly those which relate to 

strategic priorities. New housing is considered to be a strategic priority which 

Redditch Borough Council are unable to fully address within their own 

administrative boundary and require help immediately to achieve, and then 

maintain, a 5 year supply of housing land. Land has been identified within 

Bromsgrove District to deliver 3,400 homes to enable Redditch Borough to 

achieve their housing target of 6,400. Bromsgrove Council is also aware that 

Birmingham City Council may require assistance in achieving their housing 

target. The amount of development required is not yet known but the need for 

this housing is not immediate. Bromsgrove is also already helping to meet 

the growth needs of Birmingham with the 700 houses currently being 

developed on the former MG Rover plant at Longbridge. It is therefore 

considered that cross-boundary growth in relation to Birmingham is already 

being partly addressed and can be further addressed through the full Green 
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Belt and Local Plan Review. 

MM21 22 BDP3 

(table) 

Dwellings outside the Green Belt 4,600 2011-202330 

MM22 22 BDP3.1 It is proposed that prior to 2023 a A full Green Belt Review will have been 

completed be carried out and further sites will have been be allocated within 

a Local Plan Review to contribute approximately 2,400 2,300 dwellings 

towards the 7,000 target. The timing of this this review will be determined by 

updated evidence including the GBSLEP Strategic Housing Needs Study and 

the monitoring of housing delivery against the Council’s projected housing 

trajectory. 

MM23 22 BDP 3.3 The Council will seek to maintain a 5 year supply of deliverable sites plus an 

additional buffer of 5% moved forward from later in the plan period (or 20% 

where there has been persistent under delivery of housing). 

MM24 23 BDP4 

8.28 

In advance of 2023, a A Green Belt Review will therefore be undertaken 

which will remove and then through a review of the Local Plan sufficient land 

will be removed from the Green Belt to deliver the remaining 2,400 2,300 

homes in the period up to 2023-2030 and address the longer term 

development needs of Bromsgrove District and adjacent authorities based on 

the latest evidence at the time.  The timing of this review will be determined 

by updated evidence including the GBSLEP Strategic Housing Needs Study 

and the monitoring of housing delivery against the Council’s projected 

housing trajectory. 

The Green Belt Review will take account of: 

the need to accommodate 2,400 2,300 dwellings in the period up to of 2023 

to 2030 

MM25 23 8.29 The Green Belt Review will  follow the approach in the settlement hierarchy 

(BDP2) for Bromsgrove related growth as follows: 

• Significant growth in Bromsgrove Town 

• Some growth in large settlements 

• Limited opportunities for growth in small settlements 

MM26 24 BDP4 

8.31 

The Green Belt Review will also consider all land along the northern 

boundary of the District that adjoins the West Midlands conurbation to meet 

any growth needs arising from the conurbation. At this stage the quantum of 

development required is not yet known, however the Council is working with 

the local authorities in the Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local Enterprise 

Partnership (GBSLEP) under the duty to co-operate to address this issue. 

The ongoing GBSLEP Strategic Housing Growth Study will provide further 

evidence to help address this matter. 

MM27 24 8.34 The NPPF states that the extension or alteration of a building in the Green 

Belt is not inappropriate provided that it does not result in disproportionate 

additions over and above the size of the original building  permits 

proportionate extensions to all building in the Green Belt. In terms of 

residential dwellings this is interpreted by the Council as extensions up to a 

maximum increase of 40% of the original dwelling or a maximum total floor 
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space of up to 140m2 (i.e. the original dwelling plus extension).  However, 

the Council acknowledges that a greater degree of extension may be allowed 

under Permitted Development rights. Only extensions built before 1st July 

1948 (the date of the first modern Planning Acts), should be considered to be 

part of the original dwelling. For the purpose of calculating the floorspace, 

only existing curtilage buildings located within 5 metres from the original 

dwelling house will be treated as forming part of the dwelling. New curtilage 

buildings located more than 5 metres from the dwelling house will normally 

be treated as inappropriate development. Any proposed extensions above 

the identified thresholds will be viewed as inappropriate development and 

would therefore only be permitted where very special circumstances exist. 

MM28 25 BDP4.2 A Local Plan Review including a full Review of the Green Belt will be 

undertaken in accordance with policy BDP3 in advance of 2023 to identify… 

MM29 25 BDP4.2 

 

a) Sufficient land in sustainable locations to deliver approximately 2,400 

2,300 homes in the period up to 2023-2030 to deliver the objectively 

assessed housing requirement for Bromsgrove District. 

b) Safeguarded land for the period 2030-40 to meet the development needs 

of Bromsgrove District and adjacent authorities based on the latest evidence; 

MM30 25 BDP4.2 c) Land to help deliver the objectively assessed housing requirements of the 

West Midlands conurbation within the current plan period ie. up to 2030. The 

timing of the Green Belt Review will be determined by updated evidence 

including the GBSLEP Strategic Housing Needs Study and the monitoring 

and housing delivery against the Council’s projected housing trajectory. The 

outcomes of the Green Belt Review will then be incorporated into the Local 

Plan Review.   

MM31 25 BDP 4.3 BDP4.3 The Green Belt boundary review will follow sustainable development 

principles the approach in BDP2 Settlement Hierarchy  and take into account 

up to date evidence and any proposals in Neighbourhood Plans. Where 

appropriate, settlement boundaries and village envelopes on the Policies 

Map will be revised to accommodate development. 

MM32 25 BDP 4.4  b)  b) Appropriate facilities for outdoor sport, and outdoor recreation, and for 

cemeteries, and for other uses of land which preserve the openness of the 

Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including land in it; 

MM33 25 BDP4.4 c) c) Extensions to existing residential dwellings up to a maximum of 40% 

increase of the original dwelling or increases up to a maximum total floor 

space of 140m² (‘original’ dwelling plus extension(s)) provided that this scale 

of development has no adverse impact on the openness of the Green Belt; 

MM34 25 BDP4.4 e) e) The replacement of a building of , built with the intention of being 

permanent, provided the new building is in the same use and should not be 

materially larger than the original building it replaces 

MM35 27 BDP5A 

8.51 

It is preferable for the three expansion sites to include a small number of 

large play areas rather than a larger number of small play areas. This will 

enable a wider range of play equipment to be provided in selected locations 

that will be easier to maintain. It is however, important that all residents have 
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access to such a facility within a 10 minute walk.  The exact amounts of open 

space required on each site will depend upon the amount and type of 

dwellings proposed.  Whilst the Council would expect the vast majority of 

provision to be provided on-site, some off-site commuted sums may be 

appropriate where a better outcome can be achieved through improvement 

or expansion of existing facilities such as at Sanders Park. 

 

The Perryfields Green Infrastructure Concept Plan identifies the green 

infrastructure assets and spatial patterns that give rise to opportunities for a 

connected and multifunctional green infrastructure network in BROM2.  The 

development principles demonstrate how best practice for the development 

and management of green and blue infrastructure can be applied on the 

ground and the Council expects the principles be applied to inform the 

detailed masterplanning in BROM2. 

MM36 27 8.52 8.52 The development of these sites would make a significant contribution 

towards delivering locally identified housing targets. However, it is critical that 

in order to achieve these targets that new housing addresses local need 

rather than encouraging further in-migration into the District. Therefore 

detailed development proposals will need to conform with other policies in the 

Bromsgrove District Plan that focus on the delivery of 2 and 3 bedroom units 

and up to 40% affordable housing. Evidence gathered also identifies a need 

in the District for housing suitable for the elderly and this site provides an 

opportunity to address this need. Whilst building to Lifetime Home Standards 

ensures homes are compatible for the elderly t There is also a need for more 

specialised accommodation such as an ‘extra care’ village that offers varying 

degrees of residential care. It is not only the type and size of dwellings that 

are important, they must also be of high quality design and be constructed in 

a sustainable way to maximise energy efficiency, embrace opportunities for 

renewable energy use and provide good accessibility to existing and/or 

proposed community facilities. 

MM37 28 BDP5A 

8.54 

The proximity of the motorway means that air and noise quality will be an 

issue that requires further investigation and mitigation. The sites (particularly 

BROM 1) are also located near to an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) 

at junction 1of the M42. The design of any new development will need to take 

the existence of the AQMA into full consideration to avoid any additional 

adverse impact. 

 

The three sites have a sensitive hydrogeological setting15.  They fall within 

Source Protection Zones 1, 2 and 3 and there are qualitative and quantitative 

issues associated with the groundwater body and receiving river water body 

(the Battlefield Brook).  BROM3 also has historic landfill16.  The chemical and 

quantitative status of the groundwater body is poor under the Water 

Framework Directive (WFD) and the aquifer below the site is over abstracted 

which is causing low flows in the Battlefield Brook.  Development and surface 
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water drainage will need to be carefully located and designed to avoid 

pollution risks to controlled waters and address the environmental impact 

associated with over abstraction.  For example, to achieve the water quality 

objective of the WFD, SuDS on the sites may need to provide multiple levels 

of treatment. To address the quantitative issues with the waterbodies, SuDS 

should be designed so to maximise recharge to the aquifer and support water 

levels in the Battlefield Brook.  The development principles in the blue 

infrastructure section of the Perryfields Green Infrastructure Concept Plan 

are also applicable to BROM3. 

 
15Map of the extent of the Source Protection Zones and location of landfill  is 
available at: http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk 
16Map of the sites geology is available at: 
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html  

MM38 29 BDP5A.2 Of this total allocation BROM1 will include approximately a minimum of 316 

dwellings and associated community infrastructure that including public open 

space with play facilities. 

MM39 29 BDP5A.3 BROM2 will contain approximately a minimum of 1300 dwellings, 5 hectares 

of local employment land (office and/or light industry), a local centre and 

community facilities. 

MM40 29 BDP5A.6 BROM3 will include approximately a minimum of 490 dwellings and 

associated community infrastructure that should include public open space 

with play facilities and small scale local retail 

MM41 29 BDP5A.7 

b) 

b) To address the housing needs of the elderly all dwellings should seek to 

achieveLifetime Homes’ Standards and BROM2 should contain an ‘extra 

care’ type facility of approximately 200 units; 

MM42 30 BDP5A.7 i) The sites will have an overall strategy for green infrastructure (incorporating 

SuDS and blue infrastructure) that maximises opportunities for biodiversity 

and recreation throughout, creating a green corridor around the Battlefield 

Brook (BROM2) and in the case of BROM3, links to Sanders Park.  The 

Council will expect  the Perryfields Green Infrastructure Concept Plan be 

applied to inform the detailed masterplanning in BROM2; 

 

j) Important biodiversity habitats and landscape features should be retained 

and enhanced with any mitigation provided where necessary. There should 

be no net loss of hedgerow resource within the sites. Full account should be 

taken of protected and notable species (e.g badgers, reptiles, water voles 

and bats); 

 

k) An appropriate assessment of the pollution risks to controlled waters will 

be produced taking account of any previous contaminative uses on the sites 

(including the historic landfill) and the risks associated with the proposed 

uses 

 

k) l) Flood risk from the Battlefield Brook on BROM2 and BROM3 should be 



 

10 
 

Ref Page Policy/ 
para 

Main Modification 

managed through measures that work with natural processes to improve the 

local water environment addressed through flood management measures to 

protect and enhance the District’s watercourses and enable development 

appropriate to the flood risk; 

 

m) SuDS proposals must provide an appropriate level of treatment to avoid 

pollution risks to controlled waters, and be designed to achieve the greenfield 

rate of run-off and support water levels in the Battlefield Brook. and surface 

water run off must be managed to prevent flooding on and around all of the 

sites through the use of SuDS . In accordance with the objectives of the 

Water Framework Directive, development should ideally contribute towards 

the improvement of, but as a minimum not have a deteriorative effect on, the 

water bodies associated with the site; enhance, or at least not worsen, water 

quality 

 

MM43 32 BDP5B 

8.65 

This site is located close to the boundary with Birmingham in the north 

western sector of the District. The site is approximately 6.66 hectares in area 

and is currently vacant. Restrictive covenants affect the site which limit both 

its use and developable area (See map 9). A Flood Risk Assessment will be 

required to support any planning application proposing the development of 

this site which reflects the principles and recommendations within the 

Council’s Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. 

MM44 32 BDP5B 

8.66 

Add text to end of paragraph: 

Any planning application proposing the development of the remainder of this 

site should be supported by a Flood Risk Assessment which reflects the 

principles and recommendations for the site within the Council’s Level 2 

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. 

MM45 33 8.67 Ravensbank expansion site; 

This site is located to the south/east of the existing Ravensbank employment 

site and is approximately 10 hectares in area, as indicated on map 8. The 

original employment site caters for Redditch Borough’s needs and it is 

envisaged that this expansion site will provide additional capacity for 

Redditch’s future needs on a similar basis. The site is within the setting of 

Gorcott Hall, a Grade II* listed building. The Gorcott Hall Setting Assessment 

(Bromsgrove DC, 2014) has been prepared to inform the principle of 

development and its future form, and should be applied to ensure the 

significance of the Hall and its setting is conserved.  This site is part of the 

Redditch Eastern Gateway, a strategic employment site, which is being 

promoted by the Worcestershire Local Enterprise Partnership 

MM46 34 BDP 5B  Insert Footnote: To ensure protection of Gorcott Hall’s significance, future 

proposals should be in conformity with Policy BDP20 and informed by an 

understanding the Hall’s setting, mindful of the Gorcott Hall Setting 

Assessment (Bromsgrove DC, 2014) and English Heritage guidance on 

setting matters. Historic Environment Good Practice Advice Note 3 (GPA3) 
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The setting of Heritage Assets (Historic England, March 2015)  

http://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-

heritage-assets/ 

MM47 43 RCBD1.3 Site 1 Foxlydiate is located to the north western side of Redditch within the 

Parish of Bentley Pauncefoot and will provide opportunities to improve 

facilities and services in the wider Webheath area. It also offers the 

opportunity to extend existing bus services and through the provision of 

facilities within development has the potential to reduce the need to travel. 

The site has a sensitive hydrogeological setting and the aquifer below the 

site is over-abstracted. There are Source Protection Zones23 1, 2 and 3 

located on the site and the historic landfill24 presents a potential source of 

contamination.  Development and surface water drainage will need to be 

carefully located and designed to avoid pollution risks to controlled waters 

and maximise recharge to the underlying aquifer.  For example, to achieve 

the water quality objective of the WFD, SuDS on the site may need to provide 

multiple levels of treatment to avoid pollution risks.  To address the 

quantitative issues with the groundwater body SuDS should be designed so 

to maximise recharge to the aquifer.  

MM48 45 RCBD1.6 Two mixed use urban extensions are proposed (as shown on Map 10 

RCBD1 page 44) across two sites adjacent to Redditch and are appropriate 

to deliver a minimum of  approximately 3400 dwellings and comprehensive 

provision of associated new infrastructure to meet some of Redditch’s 

housing requirements up to 2030. 

MM49 45 RCBD1.7 Site 1 Foxlydiate will include a minimum of approximately 2800 dwellings, a 

first school and a Local Centre, including associated community 

infrastructure. 

MM50 45 RCBD1.8 Site 2 Brockhill will contain a minimum of approximately 600 dwellings which 

will integrate with the Strategic Site at Brockhill East, as shown in the 

Redditch Local Plan No.4 and should integrate well into the existing urban 

fabric of Redditch. 

MM51 45-46 RCBD1.9 II. An overall Transport Assessment will be produced taking into account of 

the prevailing traffic conditions and the individual and the cumulative and 

wide ranging effects of development on transport infrastructure. This will 

define the mitigation necessary to protect the safety and operation of the 

road network, including sustainable travel measures and any including new 

and improved access arrangements. which are in keeping with the structured 

road hierarchy. 

 

III. Significant improvements in passenger transport will be required resulting 

in integrated and regular bus services connecting both sites to key local 

facilities. In particular, services should be routed through both Site 1 

Foxlydiate and Site 2 Brockhill, with all dwellings to be located within 250m of 

accessible to the a bus network stop. 
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VI. Flood risk from the Spring Brook on Site 1 Foxlydiate and the Red Ditch 

on Site 2 Brockhill East should be managed through measures that work with 

natural processes to improve the local water environment. A detailed, site 

specific, Flood Risk Assessment will be required. This should provide a 

model of the nearby ordinary watercourses to ascertain the design flood 

extents, including the 1% plus climate change allowances, and determine the 

developable area of the site. This will inform the sequential approach and the 

need to include any necessary avoidance or mitigation measures such as the 

incorporation of open space and green infrastructure within the floodplain 

regime. Surface water runoff must be managed to prevent flooding on, 

around and downstream of both sites through the use of Sustainable 

Drainage Systems (SuDS). Surface water runoff must be managed to 

prevent flooding on, around and downstream of the both sites through the 

use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). A supporting risk assessment 

will be provided as SuDS techniques may be limited due to Source Protection 

Zones within Site 1 Foxlydiate. 

 

VII. SuDS proposals on Site 1 must provide an appropriate level of treatment 

to avoid pollution risks to controlled waters, and be designed to achieve the 

greenfield rate of run-off, maximise recharge to the underlying aquifer and 

support water levels in the Bow Brook.  In accordance with the objectives of 

the Water Framework Directive, development should ideally contribute 

towards the improvement of, but as a minimum not have a deteriorative effect 

on, the water bodies associated with the site. 

 

VIII An appropriate assessment of the pollution risks to controlled waters on 

Site 1 Foxlydiate will be produced taking account of any previous 

contaminative uses on the site including the historic landfill, and the risks 

associated with the proposed uses 

 

VII.IX Proposals for development will need to ensure that sufficient capacity 

of the sewerage systems for both wastewater collection and treatment is 

provided through engagement with Severn Trent Water Ltd and the 

Environment Agency and delivered at the appropriate stage. 

 

X Supporting developments that follow the water conservation hierarchy: 

Where standards currently exist for a particular non-domestic building type in 

BREEAM, maximum points should be scored on water and a minimum of 

25% water savings for any other development. 

 

VIII. XI. All development must be of a high quality design and locally 

distinctive to its surrounding rural and urban character; contribute to the 

areas’ identity and create a coherent sense of place; and respect and 

enhance the setting of any heritage asset. There should be a continuous 
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network of streets and spaces, including the provision of public open spaces, 

creating a permeable layout with well-defined streets. 

 

IX. XII. In preparing Development proposals should incorporate, provision 

should be made for any necessary infrastructure to be delivered in parallel 

with the implementation of new development for the effective delivery of the 

site. 

 

X. XIII. Any proposals for development on either site must not individually or 

cumulatively jeopardise the future use of any other part of the site (s) or 

impede the delivery of the two sustainable communities.  

 

XIV. To ensure the protection of Heritage Assets, future proposals including 

development boundaries should be in conformity with Policy BDP20 and 

informed by an understanding of the Setting of Heritage Assets set out in the 

most recent Setting Assessment(s) produced, or formally endorsed, by the 

Council in accordance with current Historic England guidance.  Specifically, 

built development should not take place in the ‘no development’ areas 

identified in the Hewell Grange and Lanehouse Farm Setting of Heritage 

Assets Assessments (both dated December 2015).  

MM52 47 BDP6 BDP6.1 Financial contributions towards development and infrastructure 

provision will be coordinated to ensure that growth in the District is supported 

by the provision of infrastructure (including Green Infrastructure), services 

and facilities needed to maintain and improve quality of life and respond to 

the needs of the local economy. This will be documented in the Infrastructure 

Delivery Plan.  

 

BDP6.2 Irrespective of size, development will provide, or contribute towards 

the provision of: 

• Measures to directly mitigate its impact, either geographically or 
functionally, which will be secured through the use of planning 
obligations; 

• Infrastructure, facilities and services required to support growth which 
will be secured through a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

 

BDP6.3 Contributions through CIL will be required once the charging 

schedule has been through an independent public examination and has been 

formally adopted by the Council. Prior to this, contributions will be sought on 

a case by case basis in line with relevant policy and guidance. 

MM53 49 BDP7.1 Proposals for housing must take account of identified housing needs in terms 

of the size and type of dwellings. To ensure mixed and vibrant communities 

are created development proposals need to focus on delivering 2 and 3 

bedroom properties. On large schemes of 10 or more dwellings it is accepted 

that a wider mix of dwelling types will may be required. 

MM54 52 BDP8.1 BDP8.1 Contributions towards affordable housing provision will not be sought 
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from developments of 10 units or less, and which have a maximum combined 

gross floorspace of 1000 sqm. Where there is a net increase of 11 10 or 

more dwellings or the site is equal to or greater than 0.4 hectares, affordable 

housing provision will be expected on-site and will be calculated against the 

net number of new dwellings as follows: 

• Up to 40% affordable housing ( or a higher % if proposed)  on 

greenfield sites or any site accommodating 200 or more dwellings; 

• Up to 30% affordable housing ( or a higher % if proposed) on 

brownfield sites accommodating less than 200 dwellings 

BDP8.2 In exceptional circumstances where the applicant can fully 

demonstrate that the required target cannot be achieved the Council may 

negotiate a lower provision.  

BDP8.3 The Council will seek to negotiate the mix of affordable housing 
tenures on individual schemes taking into account local needs, the housing 
mix in the local area and the impact on viability. A mix of the following 
tenures will generally be sought:  
Social rented;   
Intermediate housing; and  
Affordable rent  
BDP8.4 The affordable housing element of developments should focus 
primarily on the delivery of smaller units. However, there may be locations or 
changes in market conditions that warrant a different breakdown to deliver a 
scheme that best meets local needs in relation to the relevant settlement. 
The precise mix to be provided should be developed through discussions 
with the Strategic Housing Team.  
BDP8.5 To help meet the needs of the elderly all homes should be built to 

Lifetime Homes Standards in accordance with BDP10 Homes for the Elderly.  

BDP8.6 To create mixed and balanced communities affordable housing 

should be distributed throughout new  

developments and not be visually distinguishable from market housing.  

BDP8.7 When a development site is brought forward for planning consent on 

a piecemeal basis i.e. involving a  

parcel of land for development which is part of a larger site, Bromsgrove 

District Council will assess ‘affordable  

housing’ targets for each part of the site on a pro-rata basis having regard to 

the overall requirements generated by the whole site. 

MM55 53 8.116 The settlement hierarchy (BDP2) sets out the types of uses that are generally 

acceptable within each tier of the hierarchy. It highlights that rural exception 

schemes are not appropriate in Bromsgrove Town or large settlements 

MM56 56 BDP10 

8.125 

Lifetime Homes Standards are inexpensive, simple features designed to 
make homes more flexible and functional for all. In order to progressively 
encourage increased take-up in new build projects, Lifetime Homes 
Standards are a key feature within the Code for Sustainable Homes and 
currently mandatory at level 6.  

 

MM57 56 8.126 The Joseph Rowntree Foundation in association with 

the Habinteg Housing Association (lifetimehomes.org.uk) conducted a 
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national comparative study into the cost of meeting both Building Regulations 

and Lifetime Home standards. The additional cost of building Lifetime Homes 

ranged from £545 to a maximum of only £1615 per dwelling, depending on 

the size, layout and specification of the 

property. 

MM58 56 BDP10.2 The Council aims to ensure that older people are able to secure and sustain 

their independence in a home appropriate to their circumstances and to 

actively encourage developers to build new homes to the ‘Lifetime Homes’ 

standards, so that they can be readily adapted to meet the needs of those 

with disabilities and the elderly, as well as assisting independent living at 

home. 

MM59 56 BDP10.3 The Council will, through the identification of sites and/or granting of planning 

consents in sustainable locations, provide for the a wide range of elderly 

accommodation including the development of residential care homes, close 

care, ‘extra care’ and assisted care housing; and in particular Continuing 

Care Retirement Communities which encompass an integrated range of such 

provision. 

MM60 57 8.129 The 2007 Gypsy and Travellers Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) 

identified that no additional pitches are required in the Bromsgrove District in 

the 5 year period between 2008 and 2013.The 2014 Gypsy and Travellers 

Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) shows that there is no overall shortfall 

of permanent pitches for Gypsies and Travellers across Worcestershire over 

the next five years up to 2018/19. Bromsgrove has sufficient capacity to 

cover identified requirements up to 2018/19. This reflects the historical low 

levels of demand for accommodation of this nature within the District. The 

more recent options consultation of the West Midlands RSS Phase 3 

Revision highlighted a need of 3 pitches arising in the period up to 2017. Five 

additional pitches were completed at the Wythall site in 2011. Space for the 

additional pitches has come from converting the transit site, which has not 

been used as such for 19 years. The GTAA also identified that there is no 

need or demand for plots to be provided for travelling showpeople over the 

five year period 2014/15 to 2018/19 

MM61 57 8.130 The needs of gypsies and travellers are also addressed in the County 

Housing Strategy and a further Gypsy and Travellers Accommodation 

Assessment has now been commissioned for the period beyond 2013. 

Whilst, in the short-term it is considered that current needs have been met, 

the 2014 GTAA indicates a need for permanent pitches after 2019/20. this 

situation could potentially change in the period up to 2030 once the new 

GTAA has been completed. Therefore, it will be necessary pertinent to 

consider whether sites for gypsies and travellers will need to be identified as 

part of the proposed Local PlanGreen Belt Review. 

MM62 57 BDP11.3 If additional sites are required land will be identified through a Local Plan full 

Green Belt Review. 

MM63 59 BDP12.2 Add new paragraph:  
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BDP12.3 When applying these tests to specific proposals the Council will 

have full regard to the specific characteristics, needs, service priorities and 

objectives of the service and/or organisation concerned. 

MM64 67 BDP15.1 k) Small scale renewable energy projects, excluding wind energy 

developments, and business to serve the industry 

MM65 72 8.194 Transport Statements and Assessments should be fully informed by 

Guidance on Transport Assessment (DfT, March 2007) and Worcestershire 

LTP3 Requirements for Transport Assessments and Statements (March 

2011) or such relevant updates to these documents. 

MM66 73 BDP16.2 Financial contributions from developers will be sought for new development 

in respect of investment in public transport, pedestrian, cycle and highways 

infrastructure as detailed by the draft Bromsgrove Infrastructure Delivery Plan 

in conjunction with policy BDP6 Infrastructure Contributions 

MM67 74-75 BDP17 

8.201 & 

8.202 

A Retail Capacity Assessment was completed in 2004 which was updated in 

2007 and 2010. An update to the 2010 assessment is expected in 2013 to 

identify the retail needs for Bromsgrove District up to 2030. The most recent 

assessment will take into consideration new retail stores that had received 

Planning Consent, including Sainsbury’s and Aldi.  Key assumptions and 

data sources underpinning the 2010 update will be revisited in light of the 

current economic climate. 

 

The Bromsgrove Town Retail Capacity Assessment will include a household 

survey to inform the needs assessment; this provides an up-to-date picture of 

trading patterns. The tested assumptions will provide a forecast of 

comparison and convenience floorspace capacity in Bromsgrove over 5 year 

periods (2013, 2018, 2023 and 2028). Recommendations on the level of 

retail expansion that could be supported and the type and format of 

floorspace that can be accommodated will be provided. Over the plan period 

there is likely to be limited need for further convenience retailing floorspace. 

Whilst limited need, convenience retail development may support the viability 

of other schemes and may contribute to the regeneration of the town centre. 

In terms of comparison retail floorspace there is a likely need for additional 

comparison retail floor space up to 2030. 

 

 A Retail Capacity Assessment was completed in 2004 which was updated in 

2007 and 2010. An updated retail study was then published in October 2013 

to identify the retail needs for Bromsgrove District to 2030. This assessment 

took in to consideration new retail stores that had received planning 

permission, including Sainsbury’s and Aldi, the latter of which is complete 

and trading. 

 

The Bromsgrove Town Retail Capacity Assessment included a household 

survey to inform the needs assessment; which provided an up-to-date picture 

of trading patterns. The tested assumptions provided a forecast of 
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comparison and convenience floorspace capacity in Bromsgrove up to 2030. 

The NPPF makes it clear that the identified need for retail uses should be 

met in full and should not be compromised by limited site availability. As a 

result of the retail capacity assessment, it was concluded that there will in 

fact be a slight oversupply of convenience retail up to 2030 and a relatively 

small requirement for comparison floorspace of some 16,300m2 (gross). 

Whilst limited need, convenience retail development may support the viability 

of other schemes and may contribute to the regeneration of the town centre. 

The retail assessment also surveyed local centres across Bromsgrove and 

did not suggest any major qualitative deficiencies and, in any case, most 

lacked major development opportunities. The study therefore recommended 

that most new development, particularly comparison goods floorspace, is 

directed towards Bromsgrove town centre, in order to consolidate its role as a 

centre which serves residents in the area immediately surrounding it. 

MM68 78 BDP17  

8.223 

The Spadesbourne Brook flowing through the town is an important natural 

asset. Parts of the Brook are naturalised, including areas between 

Birmingham Road and School Drive, and at the bus station. However, the 

majority of the Brook has been re-routed, culverted and effectively relegated 

to function as a storm drain through the Town Centre, hidden from view, and 

sometimes covered entirely by access roads to properties. Even in its urban 

context the brook contains some plant and animal life, and the water quality 

is good and clear. However iIt fails to provide any real amenity value for 

users of the Town Centre and its ability to support a wider variety of plants 

and animals is reduced by poor water quality and its unnatural form. 

MM69 78 8.224 Add new paragraph: 

Parts of the Town Centre Regeneration Area (including sites TC1, TC9 and 

TC10) are located in Flood Zone 2 (medium probability) and Flood Zone 3 

(high probability) on the Environment Agency’s Flood Map which, in this 

location, is based on a national, generalised mapping technique. This type of 

modelling does not include the impacts of structures such as culverts and 

bridges on the flooding regime. As the Spadesbourne Brook is currently 

impacted by long culverts, crossings and heavily engineered banks at the 

open sections, a detailed flood risk assessment (including hydraulic 

modelling) will be required for the delivery of sites within the flood risk areas. 

Such proposed redevelopment should also provide betterment and take the 

opportunity to re-establish an open and more natural river course with a 

simplification of the number of crossings. 

MM70 78 8.226 The Historic Market Site 

Proposals for a mixed use development are currently expected. The 

development proposals are expected to include shops, restaurants and a 5 

screen cinema. As the site is next to the Spadesbourne Brook where flooding 

is an issue, the design and layout of the development should be informed by 

a detailed flood risk assessment including hydraulic modelling. 

MM71 79 BDP17 This site functions as part of the Primary Shopping Zone and as such any 
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8.236 redevelopment will be required to maintain retail uses on the ground floor, 

upper floors could be used for both residential and or office accommodation. 

The route between Market Street and Bus Station into the High Street along 

Mill Lane is considered one of the key Town Centre gateway areas and as 

such development in this area should reflect this in the design of the public 

realm and the buildings that surround it. This site is identified as a long-term 

redevelopment opportunity post 2031 and its risk of flooding will be assessed 

in the future strategic flood risk assessment. Should development come 

forward in this plan period, the design and layout of the development should 

be informed by a detailed flood risk assessment including hydraulic 

modelling. 

MM72 79 BDP17 

8.237 

The Council wishes to maintain a substantial element of employment 

opportunities in and around the Town Centre and as such the focus for any 

redevelopment of this site should be employment led. It is also acknowledged 

that flexibility needs to be introduced to enable businesses to operate in 

challenging economic circumstances such as those we have recently faced. 

currently face. Adjacent properties to the north, which are currently part of the 

existing Town Centre zone, may also offer wider opportunities for 

redevelopment, along with any proposals for the site identified above.  This 

site is identified as a long-term redevelopment opportunity post 2031 and its 

risk of flooding will be assessed in the future strategic flood risk assessment. 

Should development come forward in this plan period, the design and layout 

of the development should be informed by a detailed flood risk assessment 

including hydraulic modelling.  

MM73 81 BDP17.2.1 BDP17.2.1 Bromsgrove District has a likely need for additional comparison 

floorspace of some 16,300m² (gross) and limited need for further 

convenience floorspace up to 2030. Although where positive effects on the 

viability of regeneration schemes can be demonstrated, further convenience 

floorspace may be allowed in such circumstances. 

MM74 81 BDP17.2.2 Bromsgrove Town Centre will continue to be the main retail centre of the 

District with extended Primary and Secondary Shopping Zones being the 

focus. As such: 

 

a) A1 Uses will remain the predominant use for ground floor premises in 
the Primary Shopping Zone in order to maintain the retail vitality and 
viability of the Primary Shopping Zone and wider Town Centre. 

b)  Other A class uses will be supported throughout the Secondary 
Shopping Zone. Development outside A Class Uses in Secondary 
Shopping Zones and will be considered where there is no adverse 
impact to the retail viability of the Town Centre. 

c) Retail development will be generally resisted in other areas of the 
designated Town Centre unless it can be demonstrated that 
proposals will not have an adverse impact on the viability and vitality 
of the primary or secondary shopping zones. 

d) A wide range of appropriate Town Centre uses would be supported at 
first floor level in the Town Centre such as office, retail and 
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residential. 
 

The Council will: 

d e) Continue to support markets in the Town Centre and provide for specific 

facilities within the public realm to ensure that a range of different markets 

can contribute to the overall vitality of the Town Centre. 

e f) Support proposals to deliver high quality housing which provides a mix of 

unit sizes and tenure, contributing to the districts overall affordable housing 

provision. This includes retirement living accommodation on Recreation 

Road; development of vacant premises above shops on and surrounding the 

High Street; residential development within mixed use schemes. 

f g) Continue to support small specialist shops, whilst creating opportunities 

for new retailers to enter the Town; and seek to offer new opportunities for 

people to work in the Town by providing an enhanced Town Centre which 

provides flexible business spaces available to accommodate a wide range of 

employment uses, as well as dedicated B1 office developments. Existing 

employment sites will be the focus of new employment developments. 

g h) Protect and enhance all existing public open spaces within the Town 

Centre with specific proposals for enhancements on The High Street, The 

Spadesboune Brook and The Recreation Ground. 

h i) Seek to improve the range of the evening economy uses within the Town 

Centre, to include a mix of entertainment uses for all groups, including sport, 

leisure and culture, a choice of bars, cafes and restaurants. There will be a 

focus on achieving a safe, balanced and socially responsible evening 

economy and therefore proposals must demonstrate that whether on its own 

or cumulatively with other uses, they do not create an unacceptable impact 

on neighbouring uses by reason of noise pollution, light pollution or 

disturbance. 

j) New opportunities for community events will be explored including 

community focused leisure and cultural development and potential for a new 

Civic Centre whether stand alone or part of a mixed use scheme. 

MM75 84 Table 5 TC4 Parkside Middle School  0.7 Office led Civic Centre with public library 

and job centre Application pending Full Planning Permission 

 

TC9 Mill Lane 0.2 Retail led mixed use Long term opportunity post 2030 

 

TC10 Worcester Road Employment Area 2.3 Employment led Long term 

opportunity post 2030 

MM76 84 BDP17.8 

TC1 

F. A flood risk assessment will be required to address flood risk from the 

Spadesbourne Brook and appropriate mitigation implemented where 

necessary. The watercourse must also be considered as part of the public 

realm element of any proposals, including provision for enhanced walking 

and cycling opportunities. 

I. An appropriate assessment of flood risk must be carried out including the 
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hydraulic modelling of the Spadesbourne Brook through the site. 

MM77 85 BDP17.11 

TC4 

The former Parkside Middle School is a Grade II Listed Building and 

therefore would have to undergo sympathetic conversion and extension for 

development potential to be realised. The following development principles 

will apply: 

A. Office conversion is considered to be the most suitable use, although 

other uses may be acceptable.  Change of use to Civic Centre, library and 

job centre with other associated uses. 

B. Full regard to the buildings listed status will be essential for all proposals. 

C. Development will be required to contribute to the reinstatement of the 

avenue of lime trees on Market Street. 

MM78 87 BDP17.16 

TC9 

BDP17.16 TC9 Mill Lane 

This site offers a longer term opportunity for retail led mixed use development 

to be informed by the future Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. It is envisaged 

that the following development principles will apply subject to the outcome of 

a flood risk assessment: 

A. At ground floor level A1 retail uses are to be the predominant use. with 

Upper floors suitable for office and residential uses development. may be 

considered subject to the provision of safe flood free pedestrian access and 

egress  

B. The scale of retail development is to be determined although the scope to 

include larger retail spaces must be considered. 

C. Proposals must include details of public realm improvement on Mill Lane 

and the creation of an enhanced public space and would require a 

development which reflects the role of this space as a ‘town square’. 

D. Spaces to the rear of the current buildings which are adjacent to the Brook 

must have full regard to the enhanced environment created by the 

naturalised Spadesbourne Brook. 

E. Development must be made safe without increasing flood risk elsewhere.  

Opportunities should also be sought through the design and layout for 

reducing flood risk in the area. 

E F. The current pedestrian thoroughfare along Mill Lane will be protected in 

any development proposals. 

MM79 87 BDP17.17 

& 

BDP17.18 

TC10 

This site offers a longer term opportunity for employment based 

redevelopment to be informed by a future Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.  

It is envisaged subject to the outcome a flood risk assessment that P 

proposals for new employment uses will be supported within the existing 

employment allocation. Subject to 

BDP14 other uses may be acceptable where it can be demonstrated that 

they support the wider enhancement of the Town Centre and do not 

compromise the existing retail core of the Town Centre.   

 

Any major redevelopment proposals should reflect the linear nature of the 

Town with active frontages along Worcester Road, although opportunities 
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exist for a wide range and scale of design approaches on other areas of the 

site. The eastern edge , bounded by the Spadesbourne Brook and Sanders 

Park must address these features whilst taking the risk of flooding as 

identified by the strategic flood risk assessment  into account and where 

possible look to use these features as a positive design element. Any 

development proposals must be made safe without increasing flood risk 

elsewhere.  Opportunities should also be sought through the design and 

layout for reducing the flood risk in the area.   

MM80 89 BDP18.1 Within the areas defined on the Policies Map the District Council will allow 

proposals for retail development (Class A Uses) at ground floor level and 

retail, office, or residential use or any other appropriate Town Centre use at 

upper floor level. 

MM81 92 BDP19 

8.258 

One of the purposes of the planning system is to contribute to the 

achievement of sustainable development. Using sustainable design and 

construction techniques ensures that the environmental impacts of buildings 

are minimised as far as possible. Buildings of all types and sizes have the 

potential to reduce their impact on the environment, including by minimising 

their contribution to climate change and by using less resources. This also 

includes the use of sustainable building materials having regard to sourcing 

materials in a responsible way and use of materials which have a low 

embodied impact over their life including extraction, processing, manufacture 

and recycling. It is well understood that most development damages the 

natural environment and it is important that the resulting damage to the 

environment can be minimised. The Code for Sustainable Homes and 

BREEAM is a are the widely adopted tools for rating and measuring the 

sustainability performance of domestic and non-domestic buildings. In 

Bromsgrove, it is tested viable in the Affordable Housing Viability Study to 

require affordable housing development to meet the Code for Sustainable 

Homes Level 6, and market housing to meet Code Level 4 now, and to meet 

Level 6 by 2016. For non-residential development, the Council expects non- 

domestic development to meet the BREEAM ‘very good’ standard. 

MM82 92 8.261  Design and criminal behaviour 

8.261 The reduction of crime, and the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour 

are identified as important issues for Bromsgrove in the Sustainable 

Community Strategy. Previous consultations show that most people favour 

the promotion of designing out crime initiatives. The Council therefore 

expects all development to adhere to meet the ‘Secured by Design’ standard, 

unless it contradicts with principles of good spatial design on site. Good 

crime prevention/ safety measures are also good counter terrorism protective 

security. For example, access control, blast resistant glazing and structural 

design can make unauthorised entry more difficult, and reduce casualties in 

case of gas explosion. So where relevant and appropriate, the Council will 

encourage developments in crowded locations, or those expected to become 

crowded, to take into account the design principles in Crowded Places: The 
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Planning System and Counter- Terrorism and the relevant guidance. 

MM83 94 BDP19.1 c) Ensuring residential development achieves the highest standard of 

Building for Life; 

 

d)Ensuring all affordable housing to meet the Code for Sustainable Home 

Level 6 and all market housing to meet Code Level 4 now and Code Level 6 

by 2016, or the equivalent level(s) as set out in the transitional arrangement 

of the national housing standards or other successor schemes; Encouraging 

the use of sustainable construction methods and materials; 

e. Ensuring all non-residential developments to meets BREEAM ‘very good’ 

standard or other successor guidance 

l). Encouraging Requiring residential developments to provide sufficient 

functional space for everyday activities, meet people’s needs and 

expectations from their homes, and to enable flexibility and adaptability. 

through meeting the internal environment standards in Standards and Quality 

in Development: A good practice guide; 

 

o). Ensuring developments meet the ‘Secured by Design’ standard 

Incorporating opportunities to design against crime and decrease fear of 

crime; 

MM84 94 BDP19.1 r. Ensuring development is made suitable for the proposed final use, for 

instance, in terms of land contamination, and does not create an 

unacceptable risk to controlled waters (where relevant).  The Council will 

determine whether reports detailing for example, the site history; a 

preliminary risk assessment, an appropriate remediation scheme and where 

appropriate; a site investigation and remediation scheme along with long 

term monitoring and maintenance proposals, will need to be submitted in 

support of any planning application. Such reports will be prepared in 

accordance with best practice guidance. 

MM85 99 BDP20.12 The District Council will update the current draft local list of assets heritage 

list and formally adopt it. It will include all Heritage Assets recognised as 

being of local importance, including those which are locally distinctive such 

as nailers cottages, assets associated with the scythe industry and assets 

associated with the use of the Birmingham Worcester and Worcester 

Birmingham canal which runs the length of the District, to name but a few. 

MM86 99 BDP20.13 BDP20.13 The District Council will support development that: 

i. Retains locally listed buildings. Heritage Assets on the Local List  

ii. Involves sympathetic alterations and extensions to locally listed buildings 

Heritage Assets on the Local List  

iii. Does not have a detrimental impact on the setting or context of locally 

listed buildings. Heritage Assets on the Local List. 

MM87 99 BDP20.14 In considering applications that directly or indirectly affect locally listed 

buildings Heritage Assets, a balanced judgement will be applied having 

regard to the scale of any harm or loss as a result of proposed development 
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and the significance of the locally listed building. Heritage Asset. 

MM88 103 BDP21.1 BDP 21.1 The Council will seek to achieve better management of 

Bromsgrove’s natural environment by expecting developments to: 

a) i) Protect and, restore, enhance and create core areas of high nature 

conservation value (including nationally and locally protected sites and 

irreplaceable nature resources, such as, sites with geological interest, 

ancient woodlands and habitats of principle importance). wildlife corridors, 

stepping stones and buffer zones. 

ii) Protect and create corridors and ‘stepping stones’ 

iii) Enhance restoration areas 

iv) Protect and create buffer zones- areas that protect core areas, restoration 

areas and ‘stepping stones’  

v) Ensure areas of land surrounding development are managed in a 

sustainable and wildlife friendly manner   

b) Take appropriate steps to maintain the favourable conservation status of 

populations of protected species. 

c) Protect, restore and enhance other features of natural environmental 

importance, including locally protected sites, in line with local environmental 

priorities. 

BDP21.2 In determining applications affecting sites of wildlife importance, the 

Council will apply the hierarchy of designated sites set out in the NPPF and 

appropriate weight will be given to their importance and contribution to wider 

ecological networks.  Due to the national importance of Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) proposals likely to have an adverse impact within or 

outside of a SSSI, either individually or in combination with other 

developments, will not normally be permitted.  An exception will only be 

made when it can be demonstrated that the benefits of the development 

clearly outweigh the impact on the site or network of sites. 

MM89 105 8.290 Energy Efficiency in new buildings 

8.290 It is the Government’s ambition for all new homes to be zero carbon by 

2016 and new non-domestic buildings to be zero carbon by 201943. The 

Government’s approach to achieve zero carbon home is through revising 

Part L of the Building Regulations and a new mechanism called ‘allowable 

solutions44’. This approach is likely to be adopted by the Government to 

achieve the zero carbon non-domestic buildings target. To maximise the 

other benefits of carbon reduction in the District, the Council expects all 

allowable solutions to be linked with local projects (i.e. within Bromsgrove 

District) that would bring local benefits before projects outside of the District, 

then County and Region are considered. To maximise benefits of carbon 

reduction in the District, the Council expects every effort to be made to use 

sustainable building techniques and local and low-carbon materials. It is 

expected that the use of local materials will bring local benefits to the District 

and surrounding area. 

MM90 105  In Bromsgrove, the viability of meeting the Code for Sustainable Homes 
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standard was tested in the Affordable Housing Viability Study. The study 

found that it is viable for affordable housing development to meet the Code 

Level 6 by 2013 and for market housing, it is viable to meet Code Level 4 by 

2013 and Code Level 6 by 2016. 

MM91 105 Footnote 

43 

43. The Government announced in Budget 2008 its ambition that new non-

domestic buildings should be zero carbon from 2019 and seek views on the 

issue at the “Definition of Zero Carbon Homes and Non-Domestic Buildings: 

Consultation” 

MM92 105 Footnote 

44 

44. Allowable Solutions is a new concept. The developer will make a 

payment to an Allowable Solutions provider, who will take the responsibility 

and liability for ensuring that Allowable Solutions, which may be small, 

medium or large scale carbon-saving projects, deliver the required emissions 

reductions. However, Code Level 5 requires the zero carbon target to be 

reached on site without the use of ‘Allowable Solutions’ 

MM93 106 Paragraph 

8.295 

 

 

8.295 To contribute to the carbon reduction target, the 

Council will support large scale low/ zero carbon energy 

generation projects when adverse impacts are addressed satisfactorily. For 

developments in areas where low carbon/ renewable resources/ 

opportunities are available and technically feasible, the Council will expect 

the development to incorporate the relevant technologies, such as 

photovoltaic and district heating network. Where there is a firm plan on the 

delivery of a district heating supply, renewable/low carbon energy generation 

schemes, such as wind harvesting/turbines and combined heat and power or 

tri-generation, developments nearby will be required to connect to these 

energy supplies. Wind energy generation schemes, such as wind harvesting/ 

turbines will be considered against national policy and guidance. 

MM94 
 

107 BDP 22 

Climate 

Change 

The Council will deliver viable low carbon climate resilient developments 

through: 

a. Encouraging development in existing buildings to achieve consequential 

energy efficiency improvements 

b. Requiring allowable solutions to be linked with projects within the District in 

the first instance, followed by the County and then Region 

b c. Ensuring developments and infrastructure are planned to avoid 

increased vulnerability to the range of impacts and take advantage of the 

opportunities arising from climate change, having regard to the intended 

lifetime of 

the development. Where developments and infrastructure are brought 

forward in areas which are vulnerable, care should be taken to ensure that 

risks can be managed through suitable adaptation measures,  

c d. Ensuring developments are in locations well-served by public/ 
sustainable transport, existing local facilities  and infrastructure.  
d e. Ensuring the construction and design of developments as well as future 
occupants of the developments will follow the energy, waste management 
hierarchies and other relevant guidance. Where relevant, developments must 
comply with the Worcestershire Waste Core Strategy.  
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e f. Supporting developments to incorporate zero or low carbon energy 
generation technologies, especially  installations that improve the energy 
security of developments in the rural areas. Where there is a firm delivery 
plan of a district heating zero or low carbon energy generation scheme, 
developments nearby are expected to provide infrastructure/ to connect to 
the zero/ low-carbon energy that scheme.  
f g. Supporting zero or low carbon energy generation schemes, other than 

wind energy, when adverse impacts are addressed satisfactorily.  

MM95 108 8.306 In terms of residential development, the Environment Agency Report states 

that getting existing homes retrofitted could reduce/ delay the need for new 

resource developments. It is tested in the Affordable Housing Viability 

Assessment that all market housing in the District can achieve Level 454 of 

the Code for Sustainable Homes by 2013 and Level 655 by 2016 and that 

affordable housing can achieve Code Level 6 from 2013 onwards.  

MM96 109 BDP23 

8.309 

To ensure flood risk is minimised, the Council expects all developments to 

take account of flood risk from all sources (which should also include the 

impact of climate change) and follow the flood risk management hierarchy in 

PPS25 Development and Flood Risk Practice Guide, that is: 1) Assess; 2) 

Avoid; 3) Substitute; 4) Control; 5) Mitigate, when planning and designing 

development. 

Site-specific Flood Risk Assessments (FRAs) and drainage proposals should 

have regard to the guidance within the Council’s Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment (SFRA) and take account of the effect of climate change on 

peak river flows and peak rainfall intensity as set out in Table 1 and Table 2 

(respectively) of the Government’s Climate Change Allowance guidance. 

This is available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessments-

climate-changeallowances 

MM97 111 BDP 23.1 The Council will deliver safe developments with low environmental impact 

through: 

a) Supporting developments that take into account of the Severn River Basin 

Management Plan and contribute to 

delivering the Water Framework Directive objectives. 

b) Supporting developments that follow the water conservation hierarchy. All 

market housing developments should achieve at least the water 

category of the Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4 by 2013 and Level 6 
after 2016. Affordable housing should at least achieve the water category of 
Code Level 6 from 2013 onwards. Where standards currently exist for a 
particular non-domestic building type in BREEAM, maximum points should 
be scored on water and a minimum of 25% water savings for any other 
development.  
c) Ensuring development addresses flood risk from all sources, follows the 
flood risk management hierarchy when planning and designing development, 
and does not increase the risk of flooding elsewhere. Where inappropriate 
developments in areas at risk of flooding are necessary after the sequential 
test is applied, appropriate designs, materials and escape routes that 
minimise the risk(s) and loss should be incorporated.  
d) Requiring all developments to work with the Lead Local Flood Authority 
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and SuDS Approval Body and pay necessary regard to the Local Flood Risk 
Management Strategy and its evidence.  
e) Requiring all major developments to engage with Severn Trent Water at 
the earliest opportunity to ensure that sufficient capacity of the sewerage 
system (i.e. wastewater collection and treatment) is available to 
accommodate the development.  
f) Supporting developments that protect and enhance water quality. This 
includes ensuring the phasing of development is in line with the completion of 
the required infrastructure and non-mains drainage will follow the foul 
drainage hierarchy with appropriate management plans in place.  
g) Requiring developments to set aside land for Sustainable Drainage 

Systems (SuDS) and follow the SuDS management train concept. This 

includes maximising opportunities for restoring watercourses, deculverting, 

delivering multiple benefits in line with BDC24 Green Infrastructure and 

ensuring that an appropriate buffer zone is provided between the 

watercourse and any development. 

MM98 135 Appendix II 

Glossary 

Green Belt - Land allocated for a district to prevent urban sprawl by keeping 

land permanently open. Guidance on Green Belt policy is contained in the 

NPPF PPG2, and the Policies Map Worcestershire Structure Plan identifies 

the broad extent of the Green Belt within Bromsgrove District. and the Local 

Plan defines detailed boundaries of Green Belt land. 

MM99 135 Appendix II 

Glossary 

Add new text: 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) - The IDP is a key component of the 

evidence base to support the Bromsgrove District Plan. The IDP provides a 

baseline of the existing infrastructure capacity and needs in the District and 

highlights the infrastructure requirements to support the predicted growth set 

out in the Bromsgrove District Plan. The IDP provides a snapshot at the time 

of publication of the Proposed Submission Bromsgrove District Plan. Over 

the plan period, new funding opportunities will arise and, equally, 

infrastructure priorities may change. The IDP will be reviewed on an annual 

basis subsequent to the Local Plan’s adoption to reflect these changes. 

MM100 138 Appendix 

IV 

Before table in Appendix 4 insert the following text: 

The following table sets out where policies in the Bromsgrove District Local 

Plan (BDLP) 2004 will be superseded by the Bromsgrove District Plan on 

adoption. Where terms such as ‘partially replaced’ and ‘partially superseded’ 

are used it simply means parts of BDLP policies were not considered 

necessary to carry forward as they are either no longer relevant or the level 

of detail will be addressed in a future Supplementary Planning Document.  

For clarification, no part of the BDLP will remain extant following the adoption 

of the Bromsgrove District Plan. 

MM101 152 Appendix 

VI 

 

 

New Supplementary Planning Documents: 

Design SPD To replace SPG1 Residential Design Guide (to include evening 

and night-time economy), SPG2 Shopfronts and Advertisements, SPG4 

Conversion of rural Buildings and SPG5 Agricultural Buildings Design Guide. 
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1. SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 
 
1.1 The following report outlines two revised documents which are part of the 

required suite of documents the Strategic Planning department is required to 
publish and maintain. The Local Development Scheme (LDS) is a simple 
document which identifies what development planning documents the Council 
will be producing, the scope of these documents and when they will be 
produced. The Statement of Community Involvement is a document which 
identifies how we will involve the community and other stakeholders in the 
planning process, both of these documents are updated versions of ones which 
have been previously approved. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 That Appendix 1 to this report the Bromsgrove Local Development Scheme 

July 2016 (LDS) is adopted as the Council’s current LDS.  
 
 That delegated authority is given to the Head of Planning and Regeneration 

services in conjunction with the relevant portfolio holder to review and 
publish amended LDS timetables for the publication of Development Plan 
Documents. 

 
 To publish Appendix 2 the Draft Statement of Community Involvement 2016 

for a 6 week period of public consultation in September – October 2016. 
 
 That delegated authority is given to the Head of Planning and Regeneration 

services in conjunction with the relevant portfolio holder to consider the 
response to the public consultation and subject to no significant issues 
being present amend and adopt the SCI. 

 
 
3. KEY ISSUES 

 
Financial Implications 

 



BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Bromsgrove Planning - Statement of Community Involvement  
Bromsgrove Planning - Local Development Scheme 

Cabinet  6th July 2016 

3.1 Whilst there are no immediate direct financial implications of producing the 
revised Local Development Scheme, the costs to progress planning policy 
documents through an independent Examination and associated evidence 
gathering should be noted. 

 
Legal Implications 

 
3.2 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 introduced the requirement for 

Councils to prepare and adopt an SCI and LDS. This legislation has since been 
amended through other new legislation, including the Localism Act 2011. Whist 
the need for the SCI to undergo an Examination in Public, and the need for the 
LDS to be submitted to the Secretary of State no longer exists, although there is 
still a requirement for both documents to be prepared and kept up to date. 

 
Service / Operational Implications 
 

3.3 The Local Development Scheme 
The Local Development Scheme sets out the key Development Plan Documents 
(DPDs) to be progressed by the Council. The LDS outlines that Bromsgrove 
District Council is still progressing the Bromsgrove District Plan 2011 – 2030 
(BDP). The main change in this version of the LDS is the amendment of the 
timetable for the BDP to reflect the ongoing progress of the Examination in 
Public. Whilst authority to commence working on a Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) was approved in June 2014, the timetable for the development of the 
CIL has also been removed in this LDS whilst the BDP remains un-adopted, the 
reason for is explained further below. 
 

3.4 As of February 2016 the Department for Communities and Local Government 
(CLG) are using the published versions of the LDS to monitor how authorities are 
progressing with their plan making. The results of this monitoring will be 
published in the form of league tables. To avoid being unfairly penalised in the 
league tables we have removed the CIL from the timetable. This is because we 
are unsure of exactly when we will be able to progress it at this stage, once this 
is known and if a CIL is required it can be reinserted into the LDS. It is for this 
reason that we have asked for the delegation above. As it is often the case and 
as proved with the development of the BDP, the timetables for plan production 
can alter for a wide number of reasons many of which are outside of the officers’ 
control. Having this delegation will allow us to amend the timetable for the 
production of a plan, and ensure that the Council’s correct position is reflected 
when CLG publish their league tables. Approval will still need to be sought from 
Members if a new Development Plan Document is to be added into the LDS. 

 
3.5 Statement of Community Involvement  

The requirement for an SCI was introduced in 2004 under the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act and was seen as part of the then new Local 
Development Frameworks (LDF), whilst the core legislation remains, much of the 
LDF processes have since been scaled back via newer legislation. Under the 
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LDF format the SCI was required to be subjected to both public consultation and 
an Examination in Public, both these requirement have since been removed.  
 

3.6 The SCI is a document which shows how we will engage with our communities 
and other consultees in the planning process; this covers both plan making and 
development control. The document at Appendix 2 is a revised version of the SCI 
previously examined by a Planning Inspector and subsequently adopted in 
September 2006. Many of the changes made are to remove now out of date 
references to LDF processes, and include a section on neighbourhood planning. 
Most of the processes around how we will consult remain intact, although they 
have been updated to reflect the passage in time and changes in technology, 
such as the ability that social media and the internet can now play in 
consultation. 
 
Customer / Equalities and Diversity Implications 

 
3.7 Whilst it is not a requirement to consult on the SCI it is proposed to carry out a 6 

week period of consultation in September and October 2016. It is felt necessary 
to delay the consultation until after the BDP Main Modifications consultation to 
avoid confusing the issues. It is anticipated that officers will be using some of the 
consultation techniques in the document to ensure the consultation is well 
advertised. All the information will be placed on the Council’s website, an advert 
will be placed in the local papers, and hard copies distributed to public buildings 
across the District. All Parish Councils will be notified alongside other statutory 
consultees, Members are also encouraged to advise officers of any groups in 
their ward who would benefit from being consulted and also ensure that in their 
role as ward councillors they share the details of the consultation across their 
communities.  

 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
4.1 The main risk associated with this report is, unless the LDS is amended regularly 

to reflect the current progress on the BDP, the league tables published by CLG 
will reflect an unfair and untrue position on plan making in Bromsgrove.  

 
5. APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 - Bromsgrove Local Development Scheme July 2016 
Appendix 2 - The Draft Statement of Community Involvement 2016 
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Introduction 
The Local Development Scheme (LDS) is a programme management plan, which sets out details of 

key planning policy documents which the local authority seeks to produce over the next three years. 

The LDS outlines opportunities for public and stakeholder involvement. A Local Development 

Scheme is required under Section 15 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as 

amended by the Localism Act 2011). The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) states that it 

must specify (among other matters) the documents which, when prepared, will comprise the Local 

Plan for the area. It must be made available publically and kept up-to-date. It is important that local 

communities and interested parties can keep track of progress. Local planning authorities should 

publish their Local Development Scheme on their website. 

The LDS has been updated to reflect: 

 Localism Act 2011, 

 National Planning Policy Framework 2012, 

 Progress on Development Plan Documents (DPDs) detailed in previous LDS. 

The LDS is produced under the Localism Act 2011 and the Town and Country Planning Act 2004. The 

legislation states that Councils must prepare and maintain a Local Development Scheme specifying: 

 the documents which are to be Local Development Documents and Development Plan 

Documents, 

 the subject matter and geographical area of each document, 

 any matter or area in respect of which the authority have agreed; and, 

 the timetable for their preparation and revision of the documents. 

The Localism Act removes the requirement to submit the LDS to the Secretary of State. However, it 

is important for Councils to publish up to date information on their progress of the LDS. Councils 

have flexibility to decide how best to present this information to the public. 

The LDS will come into effect on 20th July 2016. Figure 2 (see page 6) outlines an indicative timetable 

for the preparation of documents within the LDS. 

Existing Policy Base 
Major changes have been made to the planning system through the introduction of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) on 27 March 2012. The NPPF is a framework which sets out how 

local planning authorities should produce planning documents that will guide the development and 

use of land within a local authority’s boundary. The NPPF requires each Local Authority to produce a 

local plan for its area. Any additional Development Plan Documents should only be used where 

clearly justified (NPPF, para 153). 

The new chain of conformity is shown in Figure 1 where all plans must be in general conformity with 

the NPPF. The Localism Act (2011) set the framework for revoking the existing Regional Strategy and 
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Structure Plan policies as soon as possible, these revocations have now taken place and as such 

these documents no longer form part of the Development Plan. 

Due weight should be given to relevant policies in the Bromsgrove District Local Plan 2004 according 

to their degree of consistency with this framework (NPPF para 215). The Secretary of State issued a 

direction of saved local plan policies in September 2007 which are ‘relevant policies’ until 

appropriately replaced; a list can be found on the Council’s website. The Councils existing 

Supplementary Planning Documents, see website, are still relevant as they provide additional design 

guidance for Bromsgrove District. Although not formally adopted they should be applied when 

consistent with the policies in the NPPF. Furthermore the emerging Bromsgrove District Plan is at an 

advanced stage having been Examined by an independent Inspector and (at the time of writing 

June2016) are at Main Modifications stage. Therefore appropriate weight should be afforded to 

these emerging Local Plan policies prior to Adoption particularly, for example, where they are 

supported by up to date evidence. 

Under the Localism Act 2011, Neighbourhood Plans can be produced by a Parish Council, or an 

organisation or body designated as a Neighbourhood Forum to provide detailed guidance on specific 

issues. These will be subject to independent examination and a local referendum. If approved at the 

referendum then the Council will bring the Neighbourhood Plan into force. As it is the Parish 

Councils or Neighbourhood Forums that will decide to produce Neighbourhood Plans, it is not 

appropriate for the LDS to specify when or where they will be produced. 

Figure 1 – Chain of conformity 

 

Progress on Documents 

Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030 and Policies Map DPD 
The previous LDS published in 2013 envisaged the Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030 to be 

adopted in September 2014. Adoption is now anticipated in early 2017 due to a longer than 

expected Examination period and uncertainty at the present time regarding the publication of the 

Inspectors report.  

Neighbourhood Plans  

Local Plan/Other Development Plan Documents 

National Planning Policy Framework 
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The Community Infrastructure Levy 
Preparation of the Community Infrastructure Levy was set back due to the ongoing examination of 

the Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030. Meanwhile Planning obligations and Section 106 

agreements have continued to be negotiated. It is uncertain at this time if a CIL will be pursued by 

the Council. However, this may be pursued at a future date should this be required and will be 

included in the timeline of future LDS’s if appropriate. 

Authority Monitoring Report 
Bromsgrove District Council has been producing an Authority Monitoring Report annually to:  

 Review the progress of the Council’s Development Plan Documents; 

 Inform on the implementation of the Local Development Scheme; 

 Provide District-wide statistics on housing, population, employment, heathy, education, 

environment, community and transport; 

 Record public consultations and Duty to Co-operate; and 

 Report on Neighbourhood Planning.  

All annual monitoring reports are available on the Council’s website.  

Proposed Documents 
Bromsgrove District Council are progressing a new Local Plan entitled Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-

2030 (formerly known as the Core Strategy) which is based on supporting evidence. The evidence 

base can be accessed on the Council’s website (www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/strategicplanning). 

Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030 and Policies Map DPD  
The Bromsgrove District Plan aims not to endlessly repeat national guidance but provides a spatial 

strategy specific to the needs of Bromsgrove. It contains a set of primary policies for delivering the 

overall strategy and identifies strategic allocations for development through the production of a 

policies map. This map illustrates broad locations for strategic development and land-use 

designations. They are intended to cover the period 2011-2030. 

During the Examination of the Bromsgrove District Plan further work was required by the Inspector. 

This meant that the receipt of the Inspector’s binding report and adoption has been delayed. It is 

now anticipated that the District Plan will be adopted in early 2017.  

Local Plan Review 
A Local Plan Review will be required to address any future needs in Bromsgrove District and any 

unmet need from Birmingham City and surrounding authorities. The Local Plan Review will 

incorporate the outcomes of the Green Belt Review and any other updated evidence.  

Background Information 

The Community Infrastructure Levy 
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) represents a system of collecting monies from developer 

contributions to fund infrastructure, which will benefit the development of an area. CIL came into 

force on 6th April 2010 through the CIL Regulations 2010 (as amended), the powers enabling 
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Councils to introduce the planning charge having been introduced through the Planning Act 2008 (as 

amended). It introduces a standard charge per square metre applied to all qualifying developments. 

The charge is applied at the time planning permission is granted and is normally paid upon 

commencement of development. 

CIL would help to secure a funding stream for infrastructure over a wider area, but should be 

regarded as complimentary to other sources of funding. The amount of CIL charged must be 

informed by and not adversely affect the viability of development in an area. 

The decision on how to raise developer contributions in Bromsgrove in the future is still pending. 

Currently, the mechanisms for securing contributions are on-site design, planning conditions, 

planning obligations (Section 106 obligations), highway contributions and sewer adoption (Section 

104 agreements).   

Green Belt Review 
Once the Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030 has been adopted, a Green Belt Review (GBR) will be 

undertaken to meet the remainder of needs up to 2030, although the date for this review is not 

formally set. The Inspector examining the BDP suggested that the GBR should be undertaken when 

certain ‘triggers’ come into play, such as the specifics of the Birmingham HMA housing need and its  

implications in terms of location and quantum for Bromsgrove and if the District failed to maintain a 

five year housing land supply. This review will identify any potential areas to be removed or added to 

the Green Belt which will be assessed on their planning merits. The Green Belt Review will be used 

as evidence for the Local Plan Review.  

Timetable 
The chart (Figure 2) indicates the timetable for the production of the Development Plan Documents. 

Further profiles on the documents are contained in Appendix 1.This chart identifies the key dates in 

the process although the dates are only an indication at this stage. 
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Figure 2: Proposed timescales of documents 

Key 

BDP Bromsgrove District Plan 
2011-2030 

      

LPR Local Plan Review       
AMR Authority Monitoring Report       
 

 Publication and consultation of Primary 
Draft Document 

 Publication and consultation of Draft 
Document 

 Publication of pre-submission document 

 Submission to Inspectorate  Pre-examination meeting  Commencement of the Examination 
Period 

 Receipt of Binding Report  Adoption  Publication of Monitoring Report 
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Appendix 1 – Document profiles 
Bromsgrove District Plan and Proposals Map DPD 

Document 
Details 

Role and Content Will set out the vision, spatial strategy and 
core policies for the spatial development of 
the District including strategic allocations 
up to 2030 

Status Development Plan Document 

Position in chain of conformity General conformity with National Planning 
Policy Framework 

Geographic coverage District wide 
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Appendix 2 – Glossary 
Adoption: The point at which the final agreed version of a document comes into force. 

Authority Monitoring Report (AMR): The report prepared by Councils to assess the implementation 

of the Local Development Scheme and the extent to which the policies of the Local plan and adopted 

SPDs Local Development Framework are being achieved. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): The Community Infrastructure Levy (the levy) came into force 

in April 2010.The Community Infrastructure Levy is a new charge which local authorities in England 

and Wales can levy on new development in their area. CIL is charged on the net additional floor 

space created by development of buildings that people normally use. It allows local authorities in 

England and Wales to raise funds from developers undertaking new building projects in their area. 

The money can be used to fund a wide range of infrastructure that is needed as a result of 

development. This includes transport schemes, flood defences, schools, hospitals and other health 

and social care facilities, parks, green spaces and leisure centres. 

Green Belt: Land designated in a district to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open. 

Guidance on Green Belt policy is contained in the NPPF, and the Policies map identifies the broad 

extent of Green Belt within Bromsgrove District and the Local Plan defines detailed boundaries of 

Green Belt land. 

Local Development Scheme (LDS): Sets time-scales for the preparation of key documents including 

Local Development Documents and Development Plan documents. 

Local Plan: The plan for the future development of the local area, drawn up by the Local Planning 

Authority in consultation with the community. In law this is described as the Development Plan 

Documents adopted under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The term includes old 

policies which have been saved under the 2004 Act. 

Department for Communities and Local Government: The Department sets policy on supporting 

local government; communities and neighbourhoods; regeneration; housing; planning, building and 

the environment; and fire. 

Development Plan Documents: The key planning documents at the local level subject to 

independent examination.  

Examination: Independent inquiry into the soundness of a draft Local Plan chaired by an Inspector 

appointed by the Secretary of State. 

Localism Act 2011: An Act to make provision about the functions and procedures of local and certain 

other authorities. 

Local Development Scheme: This document is a project plan for the production of local planning 

policy documents. 

National Planning Policy Framework: Document setting out the Government’s economic, 

environmental and social planning policies for England, published 27 March 2012. 

National Planning Practice Guidance: The government launched its Planning Practice Guidance on  
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6 March 2014.  The website brought together many areas of English planning guidance into a new 

online format, linked to the National Planning Policy Framework.   

Neighbourhood plans: A plan prepared by a Parish Council or Neighbourhood Forum for a particular 

neighbourhood area (made under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). 

Planning Obligations: Legal agreements between a planning authority and a developer that ensure 

that certain extra works related to a development are undertaken. For example, the provision of 

highway works. These can include Section 106 agreements, Section 278 agreements-highway 

contributions and Section 104 agreements- sewer adoption.   

Proposals Map: A map that shows the spatial extent of adopted planning policies and proposals 

affecting Bromsgrove District. 

Publication: Point at which a draft Local Plan is Published prior to its Submission to the Secretary of 

State for Examination. Also known as ‘Proposed Submission’ stage. 

Regional Strategies: Regional strategies were part of the Development Plan until they were 

abolished by Order using powers taken in the Localism Act.  

Saved policies: Adopted policies which remain in force pending their replacement by the Local Plan. 

Submission: The point at which a draft Local Plan is submitted to the Secretary of State for 

Examination along with representations received at Publication Stage. 

Supplementary Planning Documents: A Local Development Document which adds detail to 

supplement Development Plan Document (DPD) policies and proposals. SPDs can be thematic or site 

specific. 

Supplementary Planning Guidance: Documents, which supplement policies within the Local Plan 

and have been produced and adopted through public consultation. SPGs continue to have status 

until they are reviewed and replaced by new Supplementary Planning Documents. They are capable 

of being a material consideration in planning decisions. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment: A procedure (set out in the Environmental Assessment of 

Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004) which requires the formal environmental assessment of 

certain plans and programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the environment. 

Contact Details 

Strategic Planning Team 

Email: strategicplanning@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01527 881 691 or 01527 881 663 

Bromsgrove District Council 

Parkside 

Market Street 

Bromsgrove 

mailto:strategicplanning@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
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B61 8DA 

 

Redditch Town Hall 

Walter Stranz Square 

Redditch 

B98 8AH     

For further information please visit the Strategic Planning section of the website: 

www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/strategicplanning 

 

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/strategicplanning
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Introduction 

What is planning? 

Planning is the process through which we make land use decisions about the area we live in. 

The planning system is in place to make sure that the balance is maintained between 

protecting our environment and developing our area. Planning can be divided up into two 

main areas; development management and Strategic Planning. Development management 

is concerned with planning applications and making decisions on specific developments. 

Strategic Planning is about creating policies which help to achieve the long-term vision for 

the area. Both elements are important in creating a place where people want to live and 

work. It is essential that the community get involved in planning as the decisions taken 

affect everyone’s lives. How the community can get involved in both aspects of planning is 

covered by this document, the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI).  

What is a SCI? 

The SCI sets out the opportunities residents and other interested parties have to become 

involved in the planning process in Bromsgrove District.  

Please note that the SCI identifies the minimum requirements for consultation, however 

Bromsgrove District Council will hold further consultation at our discretion.  

Why is SCI important? 

Involving the community in the planning process from the beginning alongside stakeholders 

will provide many benefits for both the Council and the community. Involving the 

community is a key part of having a planning system that is open and transparent. The 

Council will benefit from effective community involvement because: 

 We can gain important local knowledge from the community; 

 We can get community support for the plans we create; and 

 We can reduce the levels of conflict in the system. 

The benefits for the community include: 

 A better understanding of the planning process; 

 Reduced levels of conflict in the system; and 

 Having a say in the development of their area.  

 

“Early and meaningful engagement and collaboration with neighbourhoods, local 
organisations and businesses is essential. A wide section of the community should be 
proactively engaged, so that Local Plans, as far as possible, reflect a collective vision 
and a set of agreed priorities for the sustainable development of the area, including 

those contained in any neighbourhood plans that have been made.”  

National Planning Policy Framework 2012 (Para 155) 
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The Aims of the SCI 
Bromsgrove District Council has produced this document to set out the ways in which the 

community can be effectively involved in the planning system. By involving the community, 

the Council will gain a greater understanding of the needs of the community and we can 

develop documents which better suit the needs of the people of Bromsgrove. At the same 

time, we are keen to make every effort possible to improve decision making, minimise 

delays and use resources effectively.  

The SCI will: 

 Explain why involving the community is important; 

 Describe what we intend to do to inform you; 

 Let you know how and when you can be involved; 

 Outline the various methods for involving people; and  

 Explain how you will be informed of any outcomes.  
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Consultation - Planning Policy 
There are a number of opportunities for the community to have their say on plans. There 

are two principal types of planning policy documents, each with different statutory 

arrangements dictating how they are consulted on and adopted.  

Development Plan Documents (DPDs) – These set out the policies which will be used to 

manage development in Bromsgrove District and normally called a Local Plan. . The Local 

Plan must go through specific stages of community involvement before being submitted to a 

Government Inspector for Examination and decision.  

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) – These documents provide additional 

guidance on policies in the adopted Local Plan. These documents are also subject to public 

consultation and are adopted by Bromsgrove District Council. They are not independently 

examined.  

There are also other documents the public are invited to comment on, but this is not a 

mandatory requirement.  

Stages of Plan Making 
All planning policy documents are required to be based on evidence. Evidence used in 

preparing planning policy documents includes statistical evidence, technical assessments, 

and information gathered through public consultation.  

Planning policy documents must also be in conformity with national policy, such as the 

National Planning Policy Framework, amongst others. The Council must therefore balance 

the need to ensure its policies are justified by the empirical economic, social and 

environmental evidence whilst supporting the broad national aims of the Government and 

reflecting, as far as possible, local opinion.  

The process of developing Development Plan Documents and Supplementary Planning 

Documents is detailed below in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1: Stages of DPDs and SPDs 

Development Plan Documents (DPDs) 

The main stages of DPD production are detailed above in Figure 1. Within these 5 stages, 

consultation or engagement is required during the Preparation and Publication stages.  

Preparation of a Local Plan 

At this stage of the plan making process, we must consult and invite representations from: 

 Duty to Co-operate bodies (See Appendix A); 

 Specific consultation bodies (See Appendix B); 

 General consultation bodies; and 

 Residents or businesses within the area, as appropriate. 

Representations will be sought on what the Local Plan ought to contain. The Council has 

flexibility as to how the initial stages of plan production are conducted.  

Adoption 

Independent Examination 

Submission of a Local Plan to the Secretary 
of State 

Publication of Local Plan 

Preparation of Local Plan 

DPD Production 

Adoption 

Publication Stage 

Scoping and evidence gathering 

SPD Production 
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Publication of a Local Plan 

The Publication Stage Plan is the plan which the Council considers is ready for examination. 

Before the plan is submitted, the Local Plan, along with all the supporting documents will be 

published for consultation. The consultation will last a minimum of 6 weeks and documents 

will be made available in all the locations detailed in the ‘Access to information’ section of 

this document. The Council will invite everyone living, working or with an interest in the 

District to comment. This is the final stage in the process when formal representations on 

the Local Plan can be made to the Council.  

Submission of a Local Plan to the Secretary of State 

The Local Plan and associated documents is submitted to the Secretary of State for 

Examination and an Independent Inspector is appointed. The Inspector will examine the 

soundness of the Local Plan and will be provided with the formal representations made at 

the publication stage.  

A Programme Officer will also be appointed who works under the direction of the Inspector 

and is therefore independent of the Council. The Programme Officer will assist the Inspector 

with the procedural and administrative matters and be the channel of contact between the 

Council, Inspector and representors.  

No formal consultation is carried out at this stage.  

Independent Examination  

The Planning Inspectorate will inform the Council of the date for the Examination in Public 

(EIP). The EIP will be a public hearing to examine the soundness of the Plan and that the 

appropriate legal and procedural requirements have been met. The Programme Officer will 

notify any person who made a representation at the Publication Stage of the date, time, 

place and name of the Inspector at least 6 weeks before the opening of the hearing.  

No formal consultation is carried out at this stage.  

Adoption 

As soon as reasonably practicable after the Council adopts a Local Plan it will make the plan 

and associated documents available for inspection at the Council Offices and on the 

Council’s website. An adoption statement will be sent to any person who has asked to be 

notified of the adoption of the Local Plan as well as to the specific and general consultation 

bodies.  

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) 

The Council will occasionally produce SPDs to add further detail and guidance to the policies 

in the Local Plan as well as other DPDs. An SPD can be area or topic based and is a material 

consideration in a planning decision.  



8 
 

Scoping and Evidence Gathering 

This stage is the beginning of document preparation with evidence gathered from a variety 

of different sources and the identification of possible options and issues. No formal 

consultation is required at this stage, however the council may hold informal consultation 

with stakeholders and interested parties where appropriate to the subject matter of the 

SPD.  

Publication Stage 

The draft SPD document will be available for consultation for a minimum of 4 weeks. 

Representations will be invited from individuals and bodies considered appropriate having 

regard to the lists of specific and general consultation bodies.  

Adoption 

Representations received will be considered and when the SPD document has been re-

drafted to incorporate comments and finalised it will be presented to Cabinet for adoption. 

Once adopted a SPD is a material consideration in the determination of planning 

applications.  

Localism and Neighbourhood Development Planning 

The Localism Act 2011 introduced the ability for a parish council or neighbourhood forum 

(known as a Qualifying Body) to prepare Neighbourhood Development Plans which can add 

detail beyond the strategic elements of the District Council’s planning policies. The 

Qualifying Body can allocate land for development and include policies to control 

development. Parish councils can also prepare neighbourhood development orders and 

community right to build orders. As local communities are responsible for the development 

of these plans, it is up to them to decide how they involve people and undertake any 

consultation. The Council does, however, have some statutory functions regarding the 

development of Neighbourhood Plans, which are set out in the Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations 2012.  

Table 1 below identifies the different stages of preparing a Neighbourhood Development 

Plan and at which stage the Qualifying Body or Local Planning Authority have a statutory 

duty to consult the public or hold a referendum.  

Table 1: Summary of the key stages in neighbourhood planning 

   

Step 1 Designating 
neighbourhood area 
and if appropriate 
neighbourhood forum 

 Relevant body (parish / town council, prospective 
neighbourhood forum or community organisation) submits an 
application to the local planning authority (LPA) to designate a 
neighbourhood area 

 local planning authority publicises and consults on the area 
application for a minimum of 6 weeks (or minimum of 4 weeks 
where the area to which the application relates is the whole of 
the area of a parish council and is wholly within the area of one 
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local planning authority) 

 local planning authority designates a neighbourhood area 
within the statutory timescales 

 In an area without a town or parish council a prospective 
neighbourhood forum submits an application to be the 
designated neighbourhood forum for a neighbourhood area 

 local planning authority publicises and consults on the forum 
application for minimum 6 weeks 

 local planning authority takes decision on whether to designate 
the neighbourhood forum 

Step 2 Preparing a draft 
neighbourhood plan 
or Order 
 
Qualifying body will 
consult with the 
community 

Qualifying body develops proposals (advised or assisted by the 
local planning authority) 

 gather baseline information and evidence 

 engage and consult those living and working in the 
neighbourhood area and those with an interest in or affected 
by the proposals (e.g. service providers) 

 talk to land owners and the development industry 

 identify and assess options 

 determine whether a plan or an Order is likely to have 
significant environmental effect 

 start to prepare proposals documents e.g. basic conditions 
statement 

Step 3 Pre-submission 
publicity & 
consultation 
 
Qualifying body will 
consult with the 
community 

The qualifying body: 

 publicises the draft plan or Order and invites representations 

 consults the consultation bodies as appropriate 

 sends a copy of the draft plan or Order to the local planning 
authority 

 where European Obligations apply, complies with relevant 
publicity and consultation requirements 

 considers consultation responses and amends plan / Order if 
appropriate 

 prepares consultation statement  and other proposal 
documents 

Step 4 Submission of a 
neighbourhood plan 
or Order proposal to 
the local planning 
authority 
 
Local Planning 
Authority will consult 
with community 

 Qualifying body submits the plan or Order proposal to the local 
planning authority 

 Local planning authority checks that submitted proposal 
complies with all relevant legislation 

 If the local planning authority finds that the plan or order 
meets the legal requirements it: 

 publicises the proposal for minimum 6 weeks and invites 
representations 

 notifies consultation bodies referred to in the consultation 
statement 

 appoints an independent examiner (with the agreement of 
the qualifying body) 

Step 5 Independent 
Examination 

 local planning authority sends plan / Order proposal and 
representation to the independent examiner 

 independent examiner undertakes examination 

 independent examiner issues a report to the local planning 
authority and qualifying body 
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 local planning authority publishes report 

 local planning authority considers report and reaches own view 
(save in respect of community right to build orders where the 
report is binding) 

 local planning authority takes the decision on whether to send 
the plan / Order to referendum 

Step 6 Community 
Referendum  
 
Local Planning 
Authority will hold the 
referendum 

 relevant council publishes information statement 

 relevant council publishes notice of referendum/s 

 polling takes place (in a business area an additional referendum 
is held). This is a Yes or No vote.  

 results declared. A Yes vote needs to be over 50% 

Step 7 Making the 
neighbourhood plan 
or Order (bringing it 
into force) 

 subject to results local planning authority considers plan / 
order in relation to EU obligations and Convention rights 

 If the plan / Order is compatible with EU obligations and does 
not breach Convention rights – local planning authority makes 
the plan or Order. 

 Once the legal challenge period is over, the Council can adopt 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan which will then be a 
material planning consideration 

Source: Adapted from NPPG Paragraph: 080 Reference ID: 41-080-20150209  

What other documents are consulted on? 

Sustainability Appraisal 

The undertaking of a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is vital to the integration of sustainability 

and environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans. The SA is not 

a separate activity, but an integral part of the plan making process. As such, the Council 

reports documenting the SA process will be published at the same time as the Publication 

and Submission stages of the Local Plan document production for consultation.  

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule 

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charging schedule which sets a standardised 

non-negotiable, local levy which his placed on new development for the purpose of helping 

raise funds to support the delivery of infrastructure, such as schools and highways that are 

required due to the new development.  

Bromsgrove District Council does not currently have a CIL Charging Schedule and achieves 

coverage of infrastructure costs by developers through Section 106 agreements. Should the 

Council wish to implement CIL, the Council will produce a document which sets out the level 

of charge required for every additional square metre of new development. This new 

document will be produced through the same stages as a Local Plan, as outlines in Figure 1. 

The Council will therefore: 

 Widely publicise and consult a Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule setting out the 

Council’s initial consideration of appropriate charge; 
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 Widely publicise and consult a Draft Charging Schedule prior to submission for 

independent examination; and 

 Submit the Draft Charging Schedule and all representations to an examination in 

public. All those who made a representation on the Draft Charging Schedule will be 

able to speak at the examination, should they wish.  

Statement of Community Involvement 

The SCI will be consulted on with the public and statutory consultees at the draft stage. 

Although there is no legal requirement for consultation, it is important to the council that 

the ways in which we will be consulting and advertising on development plan documents 

and planning applications is clearly explained and the public are able to give comments and 

suggestions on the ways we consult.   

Once the SCI is adopted, it will be reviewed to incorporate new and revised legislation. 

Depending on the changes made to the SCI, further consultation will occur.  

Who do we consult? 

The nature of community involvement will vary depending on the type of planning policy 

document being produced. Bromsgrove District Council intends to do more than the 

required minimum for consultation and intend to involve as many parties, groups, bodies 

and individuals as possible, using a variety of techniques to involve the public. 

Bromsgrove District Council has a consultation database, all of whom are on the list are 

notified of a public consultation on a planning document when one occurs. Individuals and 

groups who have previously responded to a consultation on a particular planning document 

are automatically added to the database unless they expressly opt out. Organisations, 

groups and individuals that wish to be added or deleted from the database can do so at any 

time by contacting the Strategic Planning team (See ‘Access to information’ section for 

details).  

How will we involve people? 

A basic minimum for involvement would be informing the required (statutory) consultees 

about documents being produced and how and when they can be consulted on.  

The principles for involvement are ensuring our approach is: 

 Accessible: Have documents and hold events in the most suitable places for 

people to make use of; 

 Genuine: to only involve people when they can have a real influence on the 

outcome of a plan; 

 Transparent: to keep the lines of communication open; and 

 Appropriate: to use the best method possible for involving people. 
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Methods of involvement 

The table below shows the variety of methods available to the Council when consulting on 

planning documents. Not all of these documents will be used, the most appropriate 

method(s) will be used when consulting on specific documents.  

Table 2: Methods of involvement 

Method Approach 

Letter Letters will be sent out to all required consultees, all those who have 
expressed a specific interest and local bodies who may have valuable 
input, to inform them of any consultation they may want to take part in or 
about a document that has been released for consultation in accordance 
with legal requirements. 

E-mail E-mails will be used when appropriate. All documents will be available in 
an electronic format via email as this is an important way of saving paper. 

Exhibitions Exhibitions including explanatory posters and leaflets can be held to 
inform people about documents that are being produced. These 
exhibitions will be held at Parkside, Bromsgrove, Redditch Town Hall and 
other locations as appropriate. 

Workshops Workshop events will consist of a presentation followed by group work in 
order to discuss the issue at hand. These organised discussion group 
events can be very worthwhile but can be very resource intensive. 
Workshop event or focus group will be held for documents.  

Website The Council’s website has proven to be a very useful tool when engaging 
the public. All documents will be available online free of charge.  

Focus Groups Focus groups bring together a small number of stakeholders to discuss a 
specific issue in depth. They are used to explore specific subjects in detail. 

Newsletter The Council has a bi-annual newsletter, which is sent out to every home in 
the district. The Planning Department will make use of this to inform the 
community about the Local Planning process and how they can be 
involved. 

Public 
Meetings 

 Where Planning Officers are invited to attend public meetings, such as 
Parish Council meetings to discuss documents, every effort will be made 
to attend. 

Questionnaires Questionnaires will be used at an early stage of document production to 
gauge public opinion on a specific topic. Questionnaires will generally be 
sent out to members of the public who have previously displayed an 
interest in the subject to find out their opinions on certain matters. This 
technique is useful when we need quantitative data. 

Interviews It may be useful to do one to one interviews with specific individuals who 
have links to a specific subject to get their in-depth knowledge of the 
subject. This technique will be employed when appropriate. 

Planning for 
Real 

Planning for Real refers to using interactive displays and 3D plans to 
illustrate the issue we are dealing with. These techniques tend to be very 
popular with the public and tend to help those who have not taken part 
before have their say. Planning for Real can be used in conjunction with 
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other methods to help maximise involvement. 

Media There are statutory requirements for the Council to publish details of 
consultation periods in a newspaper which covers the whole of the 
District. We will attempt to get extra media coverage of any events to 
improve publicity. We will use free newspapers to increase coverage 
opportunities. 

 

A wide variety of methods have been identified which can be used to involve as many 

people as possible in the most suitable way for them. Different people will want to be 

involved in the process to different degrees. We are also aware of the suitability of different 

methods at different stages of the document production. At early stages we may seek to 

gather quantitative data (views, reasoning and suggestions) and this may involve a 

workshop or focus group; later stages will necessitate as much publicity of proposals as 

possible to ensure people are aware or proposals.  

In many cases, it may be necessary to consult on more than one document at the same time 

or for the Council’s Planning Service to get involved in and attend meetings of other groups. 

This is known as ‘piggybacking’ and relates to our intention to link our activities with other 

community initiatives. By ‘piggybacking’ events we will be able to reach a broader and, 

potentially, a greater number of people than we would otherwise be able to do. 

‘Piggybacking’ also has the potential to help avoid consultation fatigue with the public. We 

will make every attempt to attend meetings of other organisations, such as the Parish 

Councils, on request.  

Choosing the appropriate approach 

Choosing the appropriate approach during consultation can influence the number of people 

informed, consulted and involved in the different stages. Appropriate approaches to each 

stage will result in the optimum consultation with the community.  

Access to information 

The Council recognises the importance of effective communication. All Local Development 

Documents will be available for review during normal opening times at the locations below. 

For opening times of libraries please visit the Worcestershire County Council website.  

Customer Service Centre 
Market Street 
Bromsgrove 

B61 8DA 

 

Bromsgrove Library 
Parkside 

Market Street 
Bromsgrove 

B61 8DA 
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Alvechurch Library 
Birmingham Road 

Alvechurch 
Birmingham 

B48 7TA 

Catshill Community Library 
The Community Room 
Catshill Middle School 

Meadow Road 
Bromsgrove 

B61 0JW 

Hagley Library 
Worcester Road 

Hagley 
Stourbridge 

West Midlands 
DY9 0NW 

Rubery Library 
7 Library Way 

Rubery 
Rednal 

Birmingham 
B45 9JS 

Wythall Library 
May Lane 
Hollywood 

Birmingham 
B47 5PD 

Bromsgrove District Council 
Website 

www.bromsgrove.gov.uk 

 

We will also advertise in the local press when a draft version of any document is available 

for consultation and prior to submission to the Secretary of State. The advert will state 

where and when the documents can be viewed. Documents will be available in a variety of 

different formats including: 

 Paper copies – leaflets, posters and paper copies of documents, which will be placed 

in key community locations; 

 Electronic Versions –that can be e-mailed to interested individuals/organisations; 

 Website – proposals documents, proposals matters, availability of proposals 

documents for inspection (with times, locations, places) will be published on the 

Council’s website – www.bromsgrove.gov.uk  

We may also be able to make documents available in other languages and formats (large 

print, Braille) as needs are identified.  Any comments that people wish to make on any of 

the documents out for consultation can be sent to the Council by post or by emailing the 

following addresses 

Strategic Planning Team 

Bromsgrove District Council  

The Town Hall 

Walter Stranz Square 

Redditch 

Worcestershire 

9AH 8AA 

Tel: 01527 881691 / 881663 

Email: strategicplanning@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 

Feedback and taking views into account 

The views that are expressed by the community during any involvement activity will be fed 

into the process of document production.  Feedback from consultations will be made 

mailto:strategicplanning@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
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available in summary form and will be used to influence the drafting of documents. Ensuring 

people are kept informed of the outcome of events is seen as a vital part of the planning 

system to reinforce the message that public involvement is helpful and worthwhile. 

We are committed to incorporating where possible the consensus views raised through 

involvement into the preparation of the documents. 

The Council will keep contributors informed, where possible, through using; 

 The Councils website and social media sites 

 The Local Media, e.g. Press Releases; 

 Officer presentations to stakeholder groups who have been involved in participation 

events and those who contact us to request a presentation. 
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Consultation - Development Management 

Introduction  

Many people first become involved in planning through consultation on nearby 

development, whether it is a small householder development, such as an extension, or a 

larger application for a number of dwellings.  

The Council’s Development Management team is responsible for the processing of most 

planning applications within the District (apart from applications which are dealt with by 

Worcester County Council such as those for minerals, waste, railway stations and large 

infrastructure projects among others).  

Depending on the type of planning application being considered, there are a number of 

consultation bodies that the Council must consult and invite to make representations. In 

addition, who is consulted can depend on factors such as how many people would be 

affected by the proposal and the type of impact likely. The main type of consultation groups 

include:  

• Public – Including consultation with neighbouring residents and community groups 

though site notices or letters or other means, depending on the type of planning 

application; 

• Statutory Consultees (see Appendix C) – Where there is a requirement by law to 

consult a specific body they are expected to respond, for example, Environment 

Agency or Parish Councils 

• Consultation required by a direction – Where the local planning authority is directed 

to undertake additional consultation due to specific local circumstances; and 

• Non Statutory Consultees (see Appendix D) – These consultees are not required by 

law but there is a planning reason to engage with these consultees and who are 

likely to have an interest in the proposed development, for example, Health and 

Safety Executive.  

All applications are available to view on the Council’s website and are available to inspect in 

hard-copy on request at Parkside in Bromsgrove and the Town Hall in Redditch. Responses 

received within the consultation periods for applications are generally uploaded on the 

Council’s website. Full consideration is given to representations received, and due weight 

attached to the views of the community and stakeholders. Once a decision has been 

reached, all respondents will be informed of the outcome. Decisions can be reached in two 

ways, by planning officers through delegated powers, or by the Planning Committee 

comprised of a number of elected Ward members.  
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What do we consult on and how? 

Pre-application Stage 

The Localism Act 2011 requires applicants to consult with the community before submitting 

planning applications for certain large developments.  

Pre-application consultation can be in a number of different forms, which is up to the 

developer to organise. Examples of pre-application consultation include fliers, public 

meetings and questionnaires targeted at those living near to the proposed development 

site.  

Minor Planning Applications 

Minor planning applications include development for: 

 Householder developments – Developments within the curtilage of a dwelling house 

which requires planning permission, for example: extensions, alterations, garages, 

car ports, walls, fences and outbuildings. Please note: this is not an exhaustive list 

of when planning permission may be required for householder developments, 

please seek advice from the Planning Department if you have any queries.  

 New Residential - 1-9 dwelling/under half a hectare 

 Office/light industrial – up to 999m2/under 1 hectare 

 General industrial – up to 999m2/under 1 hectare 

 Retail – up to 999m2/under 1 hectare 

 Gypsy/traveller site – 1-9 pitches 

Consultation on minor applications normally involves the writing to immediately adjoining 

neighbours OR advertising the application through a site notice. The application is also 

published on the weekly list of applications received in planning services and the plans 

uploaded to the Council’s website. The Parish Council is also written to (where one exists) 

and public consultation on minor applications last for a minimum of 21 days.  

Minor applications which are for Listed Buildings, within a Conservation Area or immediately 

adjacent to or includes a public right of way may also have to be advertised in the 

newspaper and a minimum 21 days given for comments to be submitted. A site notice will 

also be put up. 

Minor applications are generally determined by planning officers. However, an applicant or 

objector can ask their local Ward Councillor to call the application into Planning Committee. 

Should the Ward Councillor call in the application within relevant timeframes, the Planning 

Committee will determine the planning application.  

Major Planning Applications 

Major planning applications include development for:  

 Residential – 10 or more/over half a hectare 
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 Office/light industrial – 1000m2 or more/over 1 hectare 

 General industrial - 1000m2 or more/over 1 hectare 

 Retail – up to 1000m2 or more/over 1 hectare 

 Gypsy/traveller site – 10 or more pitches 

For the consultation on major planning applications posting site notices and/or adjacent 

neighbourhood notification letters are required, depending on the type of development. For 

all major applications, advertising in the newspaper and uploading the application to the 

Council’s website is required. Major applications are also included on the weekly list. 

Consultation on major schemes is required to be a minimum of 21 days but, dependent on 

the size and type of scheme, a longer consultation period may be given. For major 

applications that are determined at Planning Committee, for those who submitted 

representations there is the opportunity to speak at the committee meeting.  

Change of use applications  

Applications for a change of use can be either major or minor. This is dependent on the size 

of the site or floor space of a building as detailed above.  

Other Applications 

In addition to planning applications, there are other types of applications which can be 

submitted to the Council for determination. With the update to Permitted Development 

Rights, through the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 

Order 2015, a greater amount of development can be undertaken without the need for 

planning permission from the Council or without the need for public consultation. For 

developments which fall within these categories the Council suggests that in these cases the 

developers inform neighbours themselves of the intended development.  

Table 3 lists the minimum requirements for consultation for types of applications not 

mentioned in the above sections. For the statutory publicity requirements for planning and 

heritage applications, please see Table 4 below.  

If you are unsure whether the proposed development falls within Permitted Development 

Rights or have any other questions regarding planning applications or prior notifications 

please contact the Planning Department Monday-Friday 9am-5pm on 01527 881 770 or 

email newplan@bronsgroveandredditch.gov.uk  

Table 3: Minimum requirements for consultation on applications 

Application Type Consultation 

Lawful Development 
Certificate (existing) 

 None required  

Lawful Development 
Certificate (proposed) 

 None required 

Prior Notification  As the scheme is permitted development and does not need 

mailto:newplan@bronsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
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the benefit of planning permission, generally there is no 
consultation. There are some types of Prior Notification 
where neighbours are notified. But this is not always the 
case and consultation will be undertaken depending on the 
nature of the proposal and type of prior notification 
application. 

Advertisement Consent   Relevant Statutory consultees 

Listed Building Consent   Site Notice 
 Newspaper Advert 

Tree Preservation 
Orders (TPOs)/works to 
trees protected by TPOs 

 None required 

Works to trees in 
Conservation Areas 

 None required 

Discharge of conditions  Relevant Statutory consultees 

Environmental 
Assessment ‘scoping 
opinion’ 

 Relevant Statutory consultees 

Environmental 
Assessment ‘screening 
opinion’ 

 None required 

Non-material 
Amendments 

 None required 

Source: Please see Appendix F for the relevant legislation 

 

Table 4: Statutory publicity requirements for planning and heritage applications  

Type of development Site 
notice 

Site notice 
or 
neighbour 
notification 
letter 

Newspaper 
advert 

Website 

Applications for major development 
as defined in Article 2 of the 
Development Management Procedure 
Order 

 
X X X 

Applications subject to Environmental 
Impact Assessment which are 
accompanied by an environmental 
statement 

X 
 

X X 

Applications which do not accord with 
the development plan in force in the 
area 

X 
 

X X 

Applications which would affect a X 
 

X X 
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right of way to which Part 3 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
applies 

Applications for planning permission 
not covered in the entries above e.g. 
non-major development 

 
X 

 
X 

Applications for listed building 
consent where works to the exterior 
of the building are proposed 

X 
 

X X 

Applications to vary or discharge 
conditions attached to a listed 
building consent or conservation area 
consent, or involving exterior works to 
a listed building. 

X 
 

X X 

Source: NPPG Paragraph: 029 Reference ID: 15-029-20140306 

All valid applications will be made publically available on the Bromsgrove District Council 

website. 

Planning Committee 
Planning Committee is a meeting held monthly and consists of 11 Ward Councillors.  

All major applications automatically go to Planning Committee for determination, while minor 

planning applications can be called in by the local Ward Councillor should they wish. Only the Ward 

Councillor whose ward the application is within can call in an application to Planning Committee. The 

applicant or general public can request that an application is determined at Planning Committee 

rather than by a Planning Officer, however, it is at the discretion of the Ward Councillor to whether 

they call in the application.  

There is an opportunity to speak at Planning Committee, by the applicant, any objectors, Parish 

Council representatives or Ward Councillor.  

For further details of Planning Committee please visit www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/planningcommittee 

or email the Committee Services Team at democratic@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk  

Notification of planning decisions 

Once a decision is reached, either by delegated authority or by Planning Committee, the 

Council will send a Decision Notice to the applicant or agent. Decision Notices are available 

to view on the Council’s website and letters or emails are sent out regarding the Decision to 

all those who made representations.  

Appeals 

Should planning permission not be granted, the applicant is able to appeal the decision. This 

means that the application is re-assessed by an independent Planning Inspector. Only the 

person who applied for planning permission has a legal right to appeal (known as the 

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/planningcommittee
mailto:democratic@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
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appellant). There is no right of appeal for interested people or organisations (known as third 

parties).  

Appealing a planning decision can be for a number of reasons including: 

 Disagreement with the decision; 

 Disagreement with the imposition of a planning condition; or 

 The decision wasn’t made within 8 weeks (13 weeks for a major development, as 

detailed in the ‘Major applications’ section above or 16 weeks for Environmental 

impact assessment (EIA) development).  

To appeal a planning decision, please visit the Gov.uk website (https://www.gov.uk/appeal-

planning-inspectorate). There are time limits for submitting appeal. 

Anyone can comment on a planning appeal.  

Once an appeal has been validated, the Planning Inspectorate will tell the applicant what 

happens next and how long the appeal may take. There are three ways an appeal can be 

determined: 

 Written Representations – The inspector reads all the written information produced 

by the Council and the appellant. Third parties may also submit representations. The 

Planning Inspector may wish to visit the site and then a decision will be issued.  

 A Hearing – Where the planning issues are not straight forward and require a 

discussion. This is an informal discussion of the issues between the parties which the 

Planning Inspector leads. Third parties are welcome to attend and speak at the 

discretion of the Inspector.  

 A Public Inquiry – Where the planning issues are complex or there are legal matters 

to discuss. Expert witnesses present evidence and the opposing party can cross-

examine them. Third parties may take part but can also be cross-examined.  

The Planning Inspector will make the decision and inform the appellant and Council. The 

appellant can challenge the decision in the High Court if they think the Planning 

Inspectorate made a legal mistake.  

For further information, please visit the Gov.uk website.  

  

https://www.gov.uk/appeal-planning-inspectorate
https://www.gov.uk/appeal-planning-inspectorate
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Conclusion 
The purpose of the SCI is to set out how people can be involved in the planning process. It 

explains: 

 The minimum requirements for community involvement; 

 How involvement will occur in a timely and accessible way; 

 That suitable methods will be employed; 

 How results of involvement will be fed into document production; and 

 How people can be involved in planning applications. 

Bromsgrove District Council is committed to providing a high level service to the community, 

making sure everyone has the opportunity to be involved in the planning process. The 

Council will look to achieve this in the most resource efficient way. Therefore any approach 

used when engaging with stakeholders will reflect the type of work being undertaken. Any 

non-statutory approaches used during engagement or consultation activities will also be 

reviewed to assess whether such an approach was effective  
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Appendix A – Planning Policy: Duty to Co-operate Bodies  
Other public bodies, in addition to local planning authorities, are subject to the duty to cooperate by 

being prescribed in the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 as 

amended by The National Treatment Agency (Abolition) and the Health and Social Care Act 2012 

(Consequential, Transitional and Saving Provisions) Order 2013 These bodies are: 

 the Environment Agency; 

 the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England (known as Historic England); 

 Natural England; 

 the Mayor of London; 

 the Civil Aviation Authority; 

 the Homes and Communities Agency; 

 each clinical commissioning group established under section 14D of the National Health 

Service Act 2006; 

 the National Health Service Commissioning Board; 

 the Office of Rail Regulation; 

 Transport for London; 

 each Integrated Transport Authority; 

 each highway authority within the meaning of section 1 of the Highways Act 1980 (including 

the Secretary of State, where the Secretary of State is the highways authority); and 

 The Marine Management Organisation. 

These organisations are required to cooperate with local planning authorities, County Councils that 

are not local planning authorities and the other prescribed bodies. These bodies play a key role in 

delivering local aspirations, and cooperation between them and local planning authorities is vital to 

make Local Plans as effective as possible on strategic cross boundary matters. The bodies should be 

proportionate in how they do this and tailor the degree of cooperation according to where they can 

maximise the effectiveness of plans. 

The prescribed bodies are defined in Part 2 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 

(England) Regulations 2012. Those relevant to Bromsgrove District are: 

• Environment Agency 

• English Heritage; 

• Natural England; 

• Highways Agency; 

• Homes and Communities Agency; 

• Primary Care Trust; 

• Office of Rail Regulation; 

• Highway Authority. 

In respect of other bodies Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) have been identified in the 

regulations as bodies that those covered by duty ‘should have regard to’ when preparing local plans 

and other related activities. A similar status is also now applied to Local Nature Partnerships and 

Utility Companies. 
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Appendix B – Planning Policy: Specific Consultation Bodies 
Specific consultation bodies are set out in the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 

Regulations 2012 Part 1.  

• The Coal Authority 

• The Environment Agency 

• English Heritage 

• Natural England 

• Network Rail 

• The Highways Agency 

• A ‘relevant’ authority in or adjoining the Local Planning Authority (Including Local 

• Planning Authorities, County Council, a Parish Council and a Local Policing Body) 

• Electronic communication code systems operators 

• Primary Care trust established under section 18 of the National Health Service Act 2006 

• or continued in existence by virtue of that section 

• Electricity providers 

• Gas providers 

• Sewerage Undertakers 

• Water Undertakers 

• Homes and Communities Agency 
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Appendix C – Development Management: Statutory Consultees 
The table below lists where there is a statutory requirement to consult particular bodies or persons, 

detailing when each statutory consultee is consulted and an example planning application.  

Statutory 
consultee 

When are they consulted Example 
application  

Adjoining 
landowners 

When a planning application is classed as a major 
application. In accordance with Article 15 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015.  

Major application 
for 200 dwellings 

Canal and River 
Trust 

Where development is likely to affect any inland waterway 
or reservoir owned or managed by the Canal and River 
Trust or any canal feeder channel, watercourse, let off or 
culvert which is within an area which has been notified for 
the purposes of this provision to the local planning 
authority by the Canal and River Trust. In accordance with 
Schedule 4(za) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015. 

Major application 
adjacent a canal 

Coal Authority Where notice has been given to a mineral planning 
authority as respects land which is in their area and it is 
specified in the notice by the Coal Authority that the land 
contains coal or any development which involves the 
provision of a building or pipeline in an area of coal 
working notified by the Coal Authority to the local planning 
authority. In accordance with Article 26 and Schedule 4 of 
the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. 

This is for 
applications to 
the minerals 
authority which is 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Control of 
major-accident 
hazards 
competent 
authority 
(COMAH) 
competent 
authority 

Where development may become the source of or 
increase the risk or consequences of a major accident. In 
accordance with Schedule 4(zb) of the Town and Country 
Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015. 

Application for a 
nuclear power 
plant 

County 
Planning 
Authorities 

Where development is of strategic importance or may 
impact on the wider county strategy. In accordance with 
Paragraph 7 of Schedule 1 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 and Article 21 and Schedule 4(b)and (c) 
of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure)(England) Order 2015. 

Application for a 
new motorway 
junction 

Crown Estates 
Commissioners 

Where notice has been given to a mineral planning 
authority as respects land which is in their area and it is 
specified in the notice by the Crown Estate Commissioners 
that the land contains gas or oil. In accordance with Article 
26 of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015.  

This is for 
applications to 
the minerals 
authority which is 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Department of 
Energy and 
Climate Change 

Where notice has been given to a mineral planning 
authority as respects land which is in their area and it is 
specified in the notice by the Coal Authority that the land 

This is for 
applications to 
the minerals 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/the-coal-authority
http://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/
http://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change
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contains coal. In accordance with Article 26 of the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (England) Order 2015.  

authority which is 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Environment 
Agency 

Applications including those for mining operations, refining 
or storing mineral oils and their derivatives, development 
relating to the use of land as a cemetery, development 
within Flood Zones 2 or 3 or Flood Zone 1 which has critical 
drainage problems, development which does not use the 
services of a sewage undertaker for the disposal of sewage, 
or development involving the carrying out of works or 
operations in the bed of, or within 20 metres of the top of 
a bank of a main river which has been identified by the 
Environment Agency. In accordance with Schedule 4 (t), 
(u), (v), (zc) and (zd) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015.  

Application for 
development 
within Flood Zone 
2 

Forestry 
Commission 

Where an application proposes the use to be for forestry 
or an application where there is forestry. In accordance 
with Paragraph 4 of Schedule 5 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990.  

This is for 
applications to 
the minerals 
authority which is 
Worcestershire 
County Council 

Garden History 
Society 

Where development is likely to affect any battlefield, 
garden or park of special historic interest. In accordance 
with Schedule 4(s) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015.  

Application near 
to Hewell Grange 

Greater London 
Authority 

Where development is within a London Borough. In 
accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Mayor of 
London) Order 2008 

This is for 
applications 
within a London 
Borough 

Health and 
Safety 
Executive 

Where development is within an area which has been 
notified by the Health and Safety Executive as being within 
the vicinity of toxic, highly reactive, explosive or 
inflammable substances (otherwise than on a relevant 
nuclear site). In accordance with Schedule 4(e) of the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (England) Order 2015.  

No sites have 
been identified 
within 
Bromsgrove 
District at this 
time 

Highways 
Authority 

Where development is likely to result in an adverse impact 
on the safety of, or queuing on a trunk road, prejudice the 
improvement or construction of a road or highway, 
includes the construction, formation or laying out access to 
or from a trunk road or highway, development likely to 
result in the material increase in the volume of a material 
change in the character of traffic using a level crossing over 
a railway or the laying of a new street. In accordance with 
Schedule 4(g), (h), (i), (k), (l), (m) and (n) of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015.  

Major application 
including access 
onto a main trunk 
road 

Highways 
England 

Where development is likely to result in an adverse impact 
on the safety of, or queuing on a trunk road, prejudice the 

Major application 
including access 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/highways-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/highways-england
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improvement or construction of a road, includes the 
construction and the formation or laying out access to or 
from a trunk road. In accordance with Schedule 4(g), (h) 
and (i) of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015.  

onto a main trunk 
road 

Historic 
England 

Where development is likely to affect a scheduled 
monument, a battlefield, garden or park of special historic 
interest or is for the demolition, in whole or in part, or the 
material alteration of a listed building which is classified as 
Grade I or Grade II*. In accordance with Schedule 4(q), (r) 
and (s) of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015. 

Application for an 
extension to a 
Grade II* listed 
building 

Local Highway 
Authority 

Where development is likely to result in a material increase 
in the volume of traffic or a material change in the 
character of traffic entering or leaving a classified road or 
proposed highway, likely to prejudice the improvement or 
construction of a classified road or proposed highway, 
development which involves the laying out of a new street 
or highway or the laying out or alteration of any means of 
access to a highway. In accordance with Schedule 4(k), (l), 
(m) and (n) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015.  

Major application 
including access 
onto a highway 

Local Planning 
Authorities 

Where development is likely to affect land in Greater 
London or in a metropolitan county other than land in a 
National Park, or is likely to affect land in a non-
metropolitan county other than land in a National Park. In 
accordance with Schedule 4(b) and (c) of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015.  

An application 
within 
Bromsgrove 
District 

National Parks 
Authorities 

Where development is likely to affect land in a National 
Park. In accordance with Schedule 4(a) of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015.  

There are no 
National Parks 
within the vicinity 
of Bromsgrove 
District at this 
time 

Natural England Where development is in or likely to affect a site of special 
scientific interest, is not for agricultural purposes and is not 
in accordance with the provisions of a development plan 
and will involve the loss of 20 hectares or lead to the loss 
of 20 hectares or more of grades 1, 2 or 3a of agricultural 
land or where it appears to the local planning authority 
that an area of particular natural sensitivity or interest may 
be affected. In accordance with Schedule 4(w), (y) or (zb) 
of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 and 
Paragraph 4 of Schedule 5 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990.  

Application for 
development 
adjacent to a Site 
of Special 
Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) 

Parish Councils Where an application is made which his likely to affect land 
in the area of a parish council. In accordance with Schedule 
4(d) of the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Application within 
an area which 
contains a Parish 

https://www.historicengland.org.uk/
https://www.historicengland.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england
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Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015.  Council 

Rail 
Infrastructure 
Managers 

Where development is within 10 metres of relevant 
railway land. In accordance with Article 16 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015. 

Application 
adjacent to 
relevant railway 
land 

Rail Network 
Operators 

Where development is likely to result in a material increase 
in the volume or a material change in the character of 
traffic using a level crossing over a railway. In accordance 
with Schedule 4(j) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015.  

Application which 
is close to a level 
crossing and 
would lead to a 
likely increase in 
traffic over the 
level crossing 

Sport England Where development is likely to prejudice the use, or lead 
to the loss of use of land being used as a playing field or is 
on land which has been used as a playing field any time in 
the 5 years before the making of the relevant application 
and which remains undeveloped. In accordance with 
Schedule 4(z) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015.  

Application for 
housing on a 
playing field 

Theatres Trust Where development involves ant land on which there is a 
theatre. In accordance with Schedule 4(x) of the Town and 
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) 
(England) Order 2015. 

Application 
involving a 
theatre 

Toll Road 
Concessionaries 

Where development involves the construction of a 
highway or private means of access to the premises 
affording access to a road in relation to which a toll order is 
in force. In accordance with Schedule 4(m) of the Town 
and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (England) Order 2015.  

Bromsgrove 
District currently 
has no toll roads 

Water and 
sewerage 
undertakers 

Where development involves the boring for or getting of 
oil and natural gas from shale. In accordance with Schedule 
4(zf) of the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015.  

Bromsgrove 
District currently 
has no identified 
shale oil or gas 
resources 

Source: Modified from NPPG Paragraph: 030 Reference ID: 15-030-20140612 

  

http://www.sportengland.org/
http://www.theatrestrust.org.uk/
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Appendix D – Development Management: Non-statutory Consultees 
The table below lists where there is a requirement to consult particular bodies or persons on 

planning applications for certain types of development. 

Non statutory 

consultee 

When are they consulted Example application 

Emergency 

Services and 

Multi-Agency 

Emergency 

Planning 

Where issues affecting the emergency services 

are identified or if specific emergency planning 

issues related to new developments are 

apparent.  

 

Application which is 

protected by flood 

defences 

Forestry 

Commission  

Where development is likely to affect Ancient 

Semi-Natural woodlands or Plantations on 

Ancient Woodlands Sites including proposals 

where any part of development is within 500 

metres of an ancient semi-natural woodland or 

ancient replanted woodland.  

Application within 

500m of an Ancient 

semi-natural woodland 

as defined and recorded 

in Natural England’s 

Ancient Woodland 

Inventory.  

Health and 

Safety 

Executive  

Where developments are proposed around 

pipelines, licensed explosives sites, licensed 

ports and other relevant sites as well as 

developments for and around hazardous 

installations.  

Application in 

proximity to a site 

which stores or uses 

hazardous substances 

Ministry of 

Defence  

Where developments are within 15km of 

Ministry of Defence aerodromes or the 

application is for a wind turbine of 11m to 

blade tip or taller and/or has a rotor diameter of 

2m or more.  

Application for a wind 

turbine over 11m high 

(to blade tip) 

Office of 

Nuclear 

Regulation  

Where developments are proposed for and 

around nuclear installations.  

 

 

Bromsgrove District 

currently has no nuclear 

installations 

Police and 

Crime 

Commissioners 

Where there is an identified risk and to create 

safer places and buildings that are less 

vulnerable to terrorist attack through 

integrating counter-terrorism protective 

security measures as part of building and urban 

design. 

Application for a new 

shopping centre 

Rail Network 

Operators 

Where development would likely affect 

transport infrastructure.   

Application near to a 

level crossing 

Sport England 
Where development might lead to loss of or 

loss of use for sport of any major sports 

facility, proposals which lead to the loss of use 

for sport of a major body of water, creation of a 

major sports facility, creation of a site for one 

or more playing pitches, development which 

created opportunities for sport, artificial 

lighting of a major outdoors sports facility or a 

residential development of 300 dwellings or 

Application for 350 

dwellings 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/mod
http://www.gov.uk/mod
http://www.onr.gov.uk/
http://www.onr.gov.uk/
http://www.onr.gov.uk/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/beta/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/beta/
http://www.sportengland.org/
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more.  

Business 

Improvement 

Districts 

Where development is within or likely to 

impact on a Business Improvement District.  

Bromsgrove District 

currently does not have 

any Business 

Improvement Districts 

Source: Modified from NPPG Paragraph: 031 Reference ID: 15-031-20140306 
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Appendix E – Legislation at the time of publication 
 

Please note, any legislation referred to in the Statement of Community Involvement includes any 

order revoking and re-enacting that order.  

 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 

Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 

Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 

Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations 2012 

Town and Country Planning (Control of Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007 

The Business Improvement District (England) Regulations 2004 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

CABINET 6th July 2016 

 
LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME 2017/18 
 

Relevant Portfolio Holder Cllr Geoff Denaro 

Portfolio Holder Consulted Yes  

Relevant Head of Service 
Amanda Singleton, Head of Customer 
Access and Financial Support  

Ward(s) Affected All 

Ward Councillor(s) Consulted None Specific 

Key Decision / Non-Key Decision Key Decision  

 
1. SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 
 
1.1 In April 2013 council tax benefit, the means of helping people on low incomes 

pay their council tax, was replaced by a new local council tax support scheme 
(CTSS). 

 
1.2 Local councils are required to design their own CTSS and must carry out 

consultation on the options being considered for inclusion in the scheme. 
 
1.3 This report sets out proposals for the CTSS draft scheme for 2017/18.    
 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The Cabinet is asked to RESOLVE: 
 
2.1 that Members note the outcome of the initial statutory consultation 

on options for changes to the Local Council Tax Scheme; 
 

2.2    that Members agree that the current Scheme be changed as        
follows, with effect from April 2017/18:- 
 
2.2.1  Reduce backdating of Council Tax Support to 4 weeks in line 

with the changes in Housing Benefit announced by Central 
Government. 

 
2.2.2 Enable claims to be processed based on information provided 

by the DWP without the need for further information. 
 
2.2.3 Removal the Family Premium for new claims to bring the 

Council Tax Support Scheme in line with the changes in 
Housing Benefit announced by Central Government.  

 
and that the amended version shall become the proposed Draft  
Scheme for 2017/18. 
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2.3 that authority be delegated to the Head of Customer Access and 

Financial Support to carry out the next phase of consultation on the 
Draft Scheme. 

 
2.4 that the final Scheme be presented to Cabinet to make 

recommendations to Council to allow for the necessary regulations 
to be published by 31st January 2017.  

 
3. KEY ISSUES 

 
Financial Implications 

 
3.1 As Members are aware, changes were made to the Council’s CTSS with affect 

from April 2015, which resulted in support being capped at 80% of Council Tax 
liability for all working age claimants.   

 
3.2 Changes to the support scheme in April 2015 offset an estimated funding gap in 

2015/16 of £45k for Bromsgrove District Council.  
 
3.4 It is no longer possible to know how much funding is received towards the CTSS 

via the RSG, and we know that from 2017/18 there will be no government 
funding for this scheme. The total cost of the CTSS in Bromsgrove District is in 
the region of £4.5 million.  

 
3.5  The District Council will continue to carry the full costs of the administration of 

the Council Tax support scheme. The incentives for Bromsgrove District Council 
are therefore to lower the administration costs of the scheme.  

 
3.6 The proposals for the draft scheme are not intended to reduce the overall cost of 

support provided to residents but to reduce the administrative burden wherever 
possible, and bring the scheme in line with national changes to welfare support.  

 
3.7 As previously agreed the various allowances that are taken into account when 

assessing support will be uprated in line with the Secretary of State’s annual 
announcement. This will ensure that the assessment of income in relation to 
claims remain in line with other benefits.    

 
3.8 The cost of consultation will be contained within existing budgets.    
 

Legal Implications 
 
3.9 On 1 April 2013 Council Tax Benefit was abolished and replaced by a new 

scheme of Council Tax support called “Council Tax Support Schemes”. Under 
s13A and Schedule 1A of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (inserted by 
s10 Local Government Act 2012), each local authority was required to make and 
adopt a Council Tax Support Scheme specifying the reductions which are to 
apply to the amounts of council tax payable within their districts 
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3.10 Statutory Instrument 2012/2885, “The Council Tax Reduction Schemes 

(Prescribed Requirements)(England) Regulations 2012” ensured that certain 
requirements prescribed by the Government were included in each Scheme 
(subsequently amended by S.I. 2012/3085) 
 

3.11 As the billing authority the Council is required by the Local Government Finance 
Act 2012 to consider whether to revise its scheme or to replace it with another 
scheme, for each financial year. 
 

3.12   The Authority must adopt its scheme, and make any revisions, no later than 31 
January in the financial year preceeding the one when it will take effect, so that it 
will be necessary for the Council’s 2017/18 scheme to be in place by 31st 
January 2017.  

 
3.13 Paragraph 3 to Schedule 1A into The Local Government Finance Act 1992 set 

out the preparation that must be undertaken prior to the adoption or revision of a 
scheme, including prescribed consultation requirements.  
 

3.14 Instruction is received from the Department of Work and Pensions on an annual 
basis, of changes to benefits rates and personal allowances. These must be 
taken into account for housing benefit calculations and it is good practice to 
apply them to the Local Council Tax Support Scheme   

 
Service / Operational Implications 

 
3.15  A period consultation on a number of proposals took place between 11th April 

2016 and 27th May 2016 to inform the draft scheme.  
 
 The result of the consultation exercise are at Appendix 1.  
 
3.16 The response to the consultation was very low. Despite all current claimants 

being directly contacted and press and social media publicity only 25 responses 
were received.  

 
3.17 It was clear from the responses that many people were unable to answer some 

of the questions. This is understandable as most people, even those in receipt of 
benefits or support, are unaware of the technical elements of the assessment 
process, eligibility or income taken into account. 

 
3.18 The results show support for the options to reduce backdating and the 

administrative process for those claims where DWP information is obtained.  
 
3.19 There was lower support for the option in respect of the family premium, but the 

higher level of people who didn’t answer this and comments made suggested 
that this was the most difficult option to understand fully.  

 
3.20 Officers are of the view that failure to maintain alignment of the CTSS and 

Housing Benefits processes will make the administration of the scheme in future 
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considerably more expensive. This is because it will not be possible to assess 
claims in tandem thus doubling the work where a claim for both Housing Benefit 
and CTSS is made. The costs associated with this would fall to Bromsgrove 
District Council at a time where we are also seeing the administrative subsidy for 
housing benefit reduce significantly.    

 
3.21 In light of the feedback it is proposed that the other options considered not be 

progressed at this time. Although future changes to welfare support and national 
benefits, as well as reducing budgets, may mean they must be revisited in the 
coming years.  

 
3.22 The second phase of consultation is on the draft scheme, as agreed by Cabinet. 

This will be published and key stakeholders, including existing working age 
claimants, will be written to. Feedback from this is used to inform any changes to 
the draft scheme before a final scheme is presented to Cabinet, and then the 
Council before the end of November.  

 
Customer / Equalities and Diversity Implications 

 
3.23 The ‘uprating’ of the benefits rates and personal allowances to be taken into 

account,  in line with the Secretary of States announcement on those that must 
be taken into account for other benefits, will potentially result in small changes to 
the amounts of support provided. These will vary according to circumstances. 

 
3.24 The local CTSS only affects those of working age. People who have reached the 

age for state pension credit are assessed under a national scheme which 
maintains 100% support. 

 
3.25 There is no impact of these proposals on current claimants. 
 
3.26 The Hardship Fund provides an opportunity to ensure that vulnerable people, 

who have been financially disadvantaged by the changes to the CTSS, can be 
provided with transitional support. 

 
3.27 Our purpose is to ‘help people to be financially independent’ and officers look at 

all possible avenues to provide support to individuals or families identified as 
needing greater support.  

 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
4.1 Any changes to council tax support whilst increasing council tax income to the 

Council and our major preceptors has financial implications for our residents and 
therefore officers ensure that support on managing finances and advice on other 
potential benefits is made available.  

 
5. APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1 – Consultation Results 
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6. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Held in Revenues Service 

 
 

AUTHOR OF REPORT 
 
Name: Amanda Singleton, Head of Customer Access and Financial Support 
email: a.singleton@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
Tel.: 01527 881241 
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APPENDIX A 
 

CONSULTATION RESULTS  
 

 
 

 

32% 

24% 

44% 

Option 1: reducing backdating to 4 weeks (this will bring the 
Council Tax Support Scheme in line with the changes in 

Housing Benefit announced by Central Government) 

Yes

No

N/A

8% 

56% 

36% 

Option 2: assuming a minimum income of the minimum 
living wage for self-employed earners when assessing 

income (this will bring the Council Tax Support Scheme 
broadly in line with Universal Credit being introduced by 

Central Government) 

Yes

No

N/A
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29% 

33% 

38% 

Option 3: to introduce two levels of standard non-
dependant deductions - £4 per week for non-workers or 
where income is under £189 gross income per week and 

£12 per week for those who have gross income above £189 
per week 

Yes

No

N/A

67% 

16% 

17% 

Option 4: simplify the applications process to enable claims 
to be processed based on information provided by the 

DWP without the need for further information. 

Yes

No

N/A

17% 

29% 

54% 

Option 5: removal of Family Premium for new claims (this 
will bring the Council Tax Support Scheme in line with the 

changes in Housing Benefit announced by Central 
Government) 

Yes

No

N/A
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In addition to the options to change Council Tax Support responders were asked how 
else they would want to fund the scheme.  
 

      

22% 

56% 

22% 

Option 6: To take Child Maintenance paid to a claimant or 
partner, above a threshold, into account in the calculation 

of Council Tax Support. 

Yes

No

N/A

65% 

35% 

Option 7: change the way CTS tapers off when earnings 
increase so that for every extra pound a claimant earned 

they would lose 65p benefit rather than 20p as at present, 
to be more in line with Universal Credit. 

Yes

No

N/A

5% 

45% 
50% 

Increasing Council Tax. 

Yes

No

N/A

22% 

39% 

39% 

Reduce funding for other council 
services 

Yes

No

N/A
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FINANCE MONITORING REPORT 2015/16 

 

 

Relevant Portfolio Holder 
Councillor Geoff Denaro, Portfolio Holder for 

Finance and Enabling Services 

 

Relevant Head of Service 
Jayne Pickering, Executive Director Finance 

and Corporate Resources 

 
Non-Key Decision  
 

 
 
 
 
1.  SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 
 
1.1 To report to Cabinet on the Council’s financial position for Revenue and Capital for the 

Financial Year 2015/16.  
 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS   
 
2.1    That Cabinet note the outturn financial position on Revenue and Capital as detailed in the         

report and transfer to balances of £331k. 
 
That Cabinet recommend to Council: 
 
2.2 approval of the movements of £63k in existing reserves as included in Appendix 2 which 

reflects the approval required for April - March 2016. 
 
2.3 approval of the addition of new reserves of £197k as included in Appendix 2. This reflects 

the approval required for April - March 2016. 
 
 
3. KEY ISSUES 
 
3.1 This report provides details of the financial information across the Council. The aim is to 

ensure officers and members can make informed and considered judgement of the overall 
position of the Council.   The report reflects the financial position across the Strategic 
Purposes to enable Members to be aware of the level of funding attributed to these areas. 

 
 
3.2 This report includes both a summary for revenue and capital expenditure followed by the 

departmental analysis of expenditure detailed in appendices showing the areas that link to 
Strategic Purposes 
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Revenue Budget summary 
Financial Year 2015/16 – Overall Council 

 
3.3 Internal recharges have not been included in these figures to allow comparison for each 

service area. However Support costs have been included  
 

Strategic Purpose 
Revised budget 

£’000 
Actuals to date 
        £’000 

 
Variance to 

date  
£’000 

Keep my place safe and looking 
good 

4,579 4,700 120 

Help me run a successful business -576 -534 42 

Help me be financially independent -106 -245 -139 

Help me to live my life 
independently 

150 59 -91 

Help me find somewhere to live in 
my locality 

1,215 1,118 -97 

Provide Good things for me to see, 
do and visit 

1,539 1,396 -143 

Enable others to work/do what 
they need to do (to meet their 
purpose)  

6,496 6,558 63 

Totals 13,297 13,052 -245 

Corporate Financing -13,297 -13,383 -86 

Grand Total 0 -331 -331 

Financial Commentary: 
The underspend at Quarter 3 for services was forecast at £239k underspent. This is due to a 
number of reasons including: 

 There is a saving on Revenues & Benefits is due to additional income generated from 
recover of Council Tax. 

 Lifeline income has increased compared to budget due to supporting people funding 
being withdrawn from BDHT last year and we now offer a full service. 

 Housing had savings due to vacancies and in addition, there is extra income on Burcot 
Hostel and savings on BDHT contract payments. 

 There are also salary savings within sports services and there were also savings at  the 
Dolphin Centre associated with the long term future of the building. 
 

The detailed appendices give a further breakdown for each Strategic Purpose. 
 
The Corporate Financing underspend relates to the savings on borrowing offset by pyaments in 
relation to Business Rates Levy due to timing of the scheme and the repayment profile.   
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Capital Budget summary 
Financial Year 2015/16 – Overall Council 

 
 
 
 
 

Strategic Purpose 
Revised budget 

£’000 
Actuals to date 

£’000 

Variance to 
date  
£’000 

Keep my place safe and looking 
good 

2,924 1,142 -1,781 

Help me run a successful business 110 78 -32 

Help me be financially independent 17 0 -17 

Help me to live my life 
independently 

770 496 -274 

Help me find somewhere to live in 
my locality 

293 264 -29 

Provide Good things for me to see, 
do and visit 

9,510 3,262 -6247 

Enable others to work/do what they 

need to do (to meet their purpose)  
110 130 20 

Totals 13,733 5,372 -8,361 

Financial Commentary: 
 

The significant projected underspend in ‘keep my place safe and looking good’ is due to the vehicle 
replacement programme.A decision was made in 2015/16 to defer purchase until the place team 
implementation was stabilised. There has also been a delay for vehicles from suppliers due to their 
demand. The proposed that the underspend will be carried forward to 2016/17. 
Also within this strategic purpose the project for the North Cemetery Extension is not commencing 
until July 2016 due to works not being  able to take place in the winter months. This budget will also 
be carried forward into 2016/17. 
The Dolphin centre redevelopment with the strategic purpose of ‘provide good things for me to see 

do and visit’ will carry forward into 2016/17. This is as projected at Quarter 3. 
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4. TREASURY MANAGEMENT  
 

 
4.1 The Council’s Treasury Management Strategy has been developed in accordance with the 

Prudential and is used to manage risks arising from financial instruments. Additionally, 
treasury management practices are followed on a day to day basis.  

 
4.2 The Council receives credit rating details from its Treasury Management advisers on a 

daily basis and any counterparty falling below the criteria is removed from the list of 
approved institutions. 
 

4.3 Due to market conditions the Council has reduced its credit risk for all new investments by 
only investing in the highest rated instruments and has shortened the allowable length of 
investments in order to reduce risk. 
 

 
4.4 At 31st March 2016 short term investments comprised: 

 

 31st March 
2015 

 £’000 

30th June  
2015 

 £’000 

30th Sept 
2015 

 £’000 

31st Dec 
2015 
£’000 

31st Mar 
2016 
£’000 

Deposits  6,400 7,000 4,600 11,500 0 

Total 6,400 7,000 4,600 11,500 0 

 
 
 
           Income from investments and other interest 

 
4.5 An investment income target of £36k has been set for 2015/16 using a projected return 

rate of 0.5%. During the past financial year bank base rates have remained 0.5% and 
current indications are projecting minimal upward movement for the short term. 
 
 

5. REVENUE BALANCES  
 

 

5.1  Revenue Balances 
 

  The addition of the 2015/16 underspend will increase the balances to £4.160m. 
 
 

 
Legal Implications 

 
  None. 
 
 
 Service/Operational Implications  



BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
CABINET        6th July 2016 

 

5 
 

 
 All included in financial implications. 
 
 
 
 Customer / Equalities and Diversity Implications  
 
 None as a direct result of this report 
 
 
7.  RISK MANAGEMENT  
 
7.1   Risk considerations are covered in the report.  There are no Health & Safety 

considerations 
  
 
8.  APPENDICES 
  
    Appendix 1 – Strategic Purposes Revenue 
  Appendix 2 – Reserves  
   
  
9.  BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

 Available from Financial Services 
 
AUTHORS OF REPORT 
 
Name:  Kate Goldey – Business Support Senior Accountancy Technician 
Email:  k.goldey@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
Tel:  (01527) 881208 





Appendix 1
Please note figures have been rounded.

Annual budget

£'000

Actuals to date 

£'000

Variance to date

£'000

Exp 571 545 -26

Inc -113 -113 0

Net 459 433 -26

Exp 146 240 93

Inc -132 -251 -119

Net 15 -11 -26

Exp 460 445 -15

Inc -541 -447 94

Net -81 -2 79

Exp 87 115 27

Inc -208 -156 52

Net -120 -41 79

Exp 8 9 1

Inc -40 -41 -1

Net -32 -32 0

Exp 438 551 113

Inc -63 -163 -100

Net 375 388 13

Net 2,246 2,125 -121

Exp 603 738 135

Inc -446 -589 -144

Net 157 149 -9

Exp 0 0 0

Inc -11 -7 4

Net -11 -7 4

Exp 102 111 9

Inc -50 -60 -11

Net 53 51 -1

Exp 0 0 0

Inc 0 -3 -3

Net 0 -3 -3

Exp 91 103 12

Inc -0 -0 0

Net 91 103 12

Exp 0 7 7

Keep my place safe and looking good. 

Public Conveniences

Public Health & Safety

Place & Core Environmental Teams

LSP/P'ships

Pest & Dog control

Department

Climate Change

Community Safety

Development Control

BDC Reg Client

Bereavement Services

Building Control

Cesspools/Sewers

Environmental Health / Protection / Enforcement

K:\Democratic Services Team\Bromsgrove\Leaders Group\Leader's group 2016\16.06.22\Appendices for Out-turn 15-16 1



Inc 0 -5 -5

Net 0 2 2

Exp 2,133 2,557 424

Inc -1,093 -1,291 -198

Net 1,040 1,266 226

Exp 18 18 0

Inc -11 -11 0

Net 7 7 0

Exp 262 262 -0

Inc 0 0 0

Net 262 262 -0

Exp 164 141 -23

Inc -67 -80 -14

Net 98 61 -37

Exp 38 14 -24

Inc -43 -13 30

Net -5 1 6

 4,552 4,750 197

 

Annual budget

£'000

Actuals to date 

£'000

Variance to date

£'000

Exp 29 68 39

Inc -1 -28 -27

Net 28 40 12

Help me run a successful business

Town Centre Development

Waste Management, policy, promotion, management

Strategic Planning

Refuse & Recycling

Strategic Housing

Totals:

Financial commentary:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Public conveniences - the overspend is due to essential repairs and maintenance to improve the standard of the service and additional overtime costs incurred  due to staff 

sickness                                                                                                                                                                                      

Building Control - Income lower than expected

Town Centre - Underspend is due to salary savings in Corporate and Democratic                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Cesspools variance is as a result of the responsibility of emptying the pumping stations. We are currently in dispute which has impacted on the resources available to service 

existing customers and incurred additional water charges.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The variance on Waste Management is due to a reduction in the use of recycling banks across the district which has resulted in lower income from recycling credits.                                                                  

Refuse & Recycling - Variance includes £90k of unachievable garden waste income for which a pressure has been approved by Members for 2016/17 and also £30k unidentified 

savings which have been found with other Environmental Services budgets. There was also additional overtime costs incurred  as two Easter bank holidays occured within this 

financial year.    

Place  & Core EnvironmentalTeams - The changes to the structure within Environmental services has resulted in new allocations across Street Cleansing, Landscaping and 

Grounds maintenance. Therefore a net position is shown with a resulting saving of £121k.

Reg Client - The overall saving of £26k relate to a number of elements including, refund from WRS of £17k and the pension deficit of £14k was also absorbed by WRS.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Department

Business Development - Business
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Car Parks/Civil Enforcement Parking Exp 660 578 -82

Inc -1,275 -1,176 98

Net -614 -598 16

Exp 307 281 -26

Inc -106 -74 32

Net 201 207 6

Exp 0 0 0

Inc -191 -183 8

Net -191 -183 8

 -576 -534 42

Annual budget

£'000

Actuals to date 

£'000

Variance to date

£'000

Exp 16,731 18,105 1,375

Inc -16,837 -18,350 -1,513

Net -106 -245 -139

 -106 -245 -139

Annual budget

£'000

Actuals to date 

£'000

Variance to date

£'000

Exp 213 239 26

Inc -177 -297 -121

Net 36 -59 -94

Help me to be financially independent

Help me to live my life independently

Financial commentary: 

The saving on Revenues & Benefits is due to additional income generated from recover of Council Tax.

Revenues & Benefits

Economic & Tourism Development

Licenses (all)

Financial commentary:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Car Parks/Civil Parking Enforcement - there is an underachievement on the income for Car parks and Civil parking Enforcement which however that has been largely offset by 

savings in the contact with Wychavon District Council                                                                                                                                                               

Department

Community Safety - lifeline

Totals:

Totals:

Department
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Exp 28 31 3

Inc 0 0 0

Net 28 31 3

Exp 474 474 0

Inc -387 -387 0

Net 87 87 0

 150 59 -91

Annual budget

£'000

Actuals to date 

£'000

Variance to date

£'000

Exp 1,166 1,077 -90

Inc -227 -234 -7

Net 939 842 -97

Exp 276 276 0

Inc 0 0 0

Net 276 276 0

 1,215 1,118 -97

Annual budget

£'000

Actuals to date 

£'000

Variance to date

£'000

Exp 12 14 3

Inc 0 -1 -1

Net 12 14 2

Help me to find somewhere to live in my locality

Provide things for me to do, see and visit

Totals:

Private Sector Housing

Department

Housing Strategy & Enabling

Financial commentary: 

Lifeline income has increased compared to budget due to supporting people funding being withdrawn from BDHT last year. (We now provide the full service).This has been 

included in the 2016/17 budget.There have been additional savings within community safety due to temporary staff vacancies.

Financial commentary:   

Housing have a saving on salary costs due to vacancies and in addition, there is extra income on Burcot Hostel and savings on BDHT contract payments.

Department

Totals:

Community Transport / Dial a ride

Business Development - Cultural 

Disabled Facilities grants
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Exp 29 24 -5

Inc 0 0 0

Net 29 24 -5

Exp 242 234 -8

Inc -23 -28 -5

Net 219 206 -13

Exp 108 81 -27

Inc 0 0 0

Net 108 81 -27

Exp 28 22 -6

Inc -31 -16 14

Net -2 6 8

Exp 517 453 -64

Inc -89 -48 42

Net 428 405 -23

Exp 6 6 0

Inc 0 0 -0

Net 6 6 0

Exp 831 742 -89

Inc -91 -86 4

Net 740 655 -85

 1,539 1,396 -143

Annual budget

£'000

Actuals to date 

£'000

Variance to date

£'000

Exp 492 517 25

Enable others to work/do what they need to do (to meet purpose)

Highways - Seasonal

Community Cohesion (older and young people) social inclusion

Sports Services

Cultural Services

Grants & Donations

Shopmobility

Department

Totals:

Parks & Green Space

Financial commentary: 

The improvement within the Business Development final out turn is due to the prudent approach that was taken to the anticipated costs associated with Parkside and the effective 

management of the site since occupation.  The revenue overspend associated with the delays to moving to Parkside was fully funded from the reserve set aside from prior year. 

The overspend within Business Development is due to an underachievement of income on sponsorship of road island advertisements plus costs associated with the legal issues at 

Aston Fields Industrial Estate units which are now nearing completion.

Cultural services has achieved an underspend by effective procurement and freezing expenditure where possible in line with corporate policy. 

Parks and green spaces have made additional savings as a result of the transformation work being trialled within the service, the cheaper than anticipated fuel costs and more 

effective procurement processes across the council.

Sports services have achieved savings due to the over performance of the Sports Development team in obtaining external funding, (budgets for 16-17 have been reduced in line 

with the current programme of projects being delivered)  they have also managed temporary vacancies within the service, there were also savings at  the Dolphin Centre associated 

with the long term future of the building.
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Inc 0 -8 -8

Net 492 509 17

Exp 642 699 57

Inc -43 -103 -60

Net 599 596 -3

Exp 1,198 1,246 48

Inc -2 -3 -1

Net 1,197 1,243 47

Exp 393 399 6

Inc -146 -156 -10

Net 247 243 -4

Exp 148 126 -23

Inc -64 -54 9

Net 85 71 -14

Exp 78 219 141

Inc -0 0 0

Net 77 219 141

Exp 226 230 3

Inc -21 -16 5

Net 205 214 9

Exp 441 418 -23

Inc -42 -42 -1

Net 399 376 -23

Exp 672 563 -109

Inc -181 -156 25

Net 491 407 -84

Exp 746 607 -139

Inc -496 -356 140

Net 250 251 1

Exp 14 12 -2

Inc 0 0 0

Net 14 12 -2

Exp 56 26 -30

Inc -23 -9 14

Net 33 17 -16

Exp 264 272 7

Inc 0 -27 -27

Net 264 245 -20

Exp 2,149 2,430 280

Inc -695 -929 -234

Net 1,454 1,501 47

Exp 166 145 -21

Inc -184 -126 58

Net -18 19 37

Exp 105 101 -3

Inc -48 -48 -0

Customer service centre

Democratic Services & Member Support

CMT

Central Overheads

Business Development

Corporate

Communications

Human Resources & Welfare

ICT

Land Charges

Leisure & Cultural Mgt

Election & Electoral Services

Emergency Planning / Business Continuity

Equalities

Corporate Administration / Central Post Opening
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Net 57 53 -4

Exp 146 83 -64

Inc -67 -41 26

Net 79 42 -38

Exp 176 131 -45

Inc -66 -69 -3

Net 110 63 -48

Exp 518 492 -25

Inc -266 -273 -8

Net 252 219 -33

Exp 351 352 2

Inc -142 -144 -2

Net 209 209 0

Exp 224 358 134

Inc -263 -399 -135

Net -39 -40 -1

Exp 134 134 -1

Inc -68 -91 -24

Net 67 42 -25

 6,523 6,508 -15

Financial commentary:

The underspend on Leisure and Cultural management is due to staff costs being recharged to the project team for time spent managing the ongoing defect issues at Parkside. 

Within ICT - overspend is due to constant increases in types and costs of licences required and the inclusion of the Idox spend centrally in IT                                                                         

Within Policy the underspend is due to apprentice funding and training for a new employee that didn't happen in 2015/16.

Accounts & Financial Management is made up of several things including an overspend of £42k as a result of severance costs following the restructure to reduce the cost of the 

service.  This has been offset by savings from Internal Audit Shared Service.

Central Overheads is showing an overspend due to additional premiums for insurance, Officers are currently reviewing these costs with our insurance provider.

Customer Service saving is due to vacant posts.

Democratic Services is showing a saving as a result of a vacant post.  The saving is also as a result of Members allowances following the post boundary review and single member 

wards.  There has also been a saving in member allowances due to the change to civic arrangements and members have made savings in mileage claims and other small 

operational budgets.

Legal - The saving is due to the deparment achieving additional income and small salary savings due to maternity leave.

Members will be aware that the above savings were anticipated in the reporting at Qtr 3 although actual amount was unknown until the Qtr 4 outturn due to the uncertainty in 

relation to the Elections budgets and the payments due from the Cabinet Office for the Combined Election.  This has now been settled hence the overall savings across the service.

Corporate - Corporate initiatives / savings of £78k has been met across the services.  Bank charges was overspent by £25k.  Bad debt increased by £16k

Due to changes in printing arrangements a saving of £38k has been achieved.

SMT

Transport

Totals:

Transformation

Policy

Printing & Reprographics

Professional Legal Advice & Services
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FINANCIAL RESERVES STATEMENT 2015/16 APPENDIX 2

Description 
Balance b/fwd 

1/04/2015

Movement in 

Reserve

 2015/16

New Reserve 

2015/16
C/fwd 31/03/2016 Comment

Release for 16/17 

budget
Balance 16/17

£'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000

Building Control -7 0 0 -7  To Fund the mobile working task 0 -7 

Building Control Partnership -46 -27 0 -73 

Partnership income has to be reinvested in the 

service behalf of the shared service 0 -73 

Business Transformation -11 0 0 -11 Towards organisational design 0 -11 

Community Safety -30 -13 -43 

Grant funding received to fund associated  

community projects -43 

Community Services 0 0 -40 -40 To help towards a district network feasibility study 0 -40 

Economic Regeneration -32 27 0 -5 

To fund the Town Centre Manager post and 

Economic Development opportunities across the 

District 4 -1 

Election Services -86 -26 0 -112 

To fund costs associated with the election eg 

replacement ballot booths 0 -112 

Financial Services -646 -25 -150 -821 

The reserve includes the small business rate relief 

grant that will offset the costs in future years. In 

addition a number of reserves / grants have been set 

aside to support residents through the changes to 

welfare reform 0 -821 

Housing Schemes -169 0 0 -169 

To provide a number of housing schemes to fund 

those in need 26 -143 

ICT/Systems -205 -61 0 -266 To provide for replacement ICT systems 248 -18 

Leisure/Community Safety -568 189 0 -379 

Grant received and reserves set aside to support a 

number of leisure and well being schemes across 

the District 41 -338 

Litigation Reserve -330 82 0 -248 To provide funding for any potential legal challenges 0 -248 

Local Development Framework -69 -73 0 -142 

To fund the costs associated with the local plan 

enquiry 0 -142 

Local Neighbourhood Partnerships -16 0 0 -16 Grant received in relation to liveability schemes 0 -16 

Other -99 19 -7 -87 

To support apprentices, set up costs and other 

general reserves 7 -80 

Regulatory Services (Partner Share) -5 -8 0 -13 To fund potential redundancy and other shared costs 0 -13 

Replacement Reserve -477 -113 0 -590 To fund replacement vehicles and plant 0 -590 

Shared Services Agenda incl Joint CE -200 -34 -234 To fund potential redundancy and other shared costs 176 -58 

Grand Total -2,996 -63 -197 -3,256 502 -2,754 





 BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

CABINET  6TH JULY  2016 
 

NOMINATION OF AN ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE 
 

Relevant Portfolio Holder  Cllr Kit Taylor 

Portfolio Holder Consulted  Yes 

Relevant Head of Service Ruth Bamford – Head of Planning & 
Regeneration  

Wards Affected  

Key Decision – N/A 

 
1. SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 
 
 To consider a request to list The New Inn , Bournheath, Bromsgrove 

as an Asset of Community Value.   
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
  

That Cabinet consider the contents of the report and decides to 
either:- 
 
(a)  Support  the listing of The New Inn, Bournheath as an Asset 

of Community Value; or 
(b) Not support the listing of The New Inn, Bournheath as an 

Asset of Community Value 
 

3. KEY ISSUES 
  
 
3.1 As Members are aware from previous reports the Localism Act 

included the ‘Community Right to Bid’ which gave communities a right 
to identify a building or other land that they believe to be of importance 
to their community’s social well-being so that if it comes up for sale 
there is a six month period within which they can prepare their bid to 
buy the asset.  The property in question can then be sold on the open 
market.  Community groups have the same rights as any other bidders 
but there is no preference given to the local community bid. 

  
3.2 Two nominations have been received  for The New Inn, Bournheath. 

Initially one was submitted by CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) , 
Bromsgrove and Redditch Branch and more recently one from the 
Bournheath Parish Council. The nomination of an asset does not give 
any organisation an advantage in any future purchase. Both 
organisations have requested that the asset be nominated to give the 
ability for it to remain as a community asset in the future. The 
nominations are attached at Appendix 1 & 2. 
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3.3 Punch Taverns and the local ward Councillors have been consulted as 
part of the process.  The landlord has raised two concerns in relation to 
the listing: 

 They have advised that there is an alternative public house 
in close proximity to the New Inn and they are of the view 
that this is more popular and successful venue than the New 
Inn and therefore this has been the reason for the trade 
struggling and the frequency of turnover of licensee at the 
New Inn. On the basis of the alternative amenity they of the 
belief that the pub, in itself, does not further the social 
wellbeing or social interest of the community as a whole 
 

 In addition they have stated that during the period of them 
marketing the freehold of the site, no community group has 
come forward to put an offer to purchase the building.  It is of 
the landlords view that listing the pub would not have the 
desired intention of allowing a community group to purchase 
the pub as they have not taken this opportunity during the 
marketing 

 
3.4 It is worth noting that any sale of a going concern business would be 

exempt from the legislation relating to assets of community value. 
Therefore if the pub was to be sold on as a going concern the 6 month 
moratorium would not apply.  

 

3.5 The nominations supports the inclusion of the asset due to the fact that 
The New Inn provides a number of services that they believe further 
the social wellbeing and interests of the local community. These are 
detailed in the nomination forms attached at Appendix 1& 2 and 
include: 

  

 Pub is used by walkers and is part of the Hunters Walk 

 Meetings held by Bromsgrove Olympic Cycling Club & 
Dominoes Club 

 Folk Club every month is well attended 

 Charitable night held for fundraising 

 Live Music events hosted at the Pub & summer 
barbeques 

 Historical notoriety   

 Childrens play area 

 Free car parking used by the local community  

 Local Beer Festival  

 Good transport links 

 Easy to access for the elderly  

 Only pub showing live sporting TV events 

 Community Phone 
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3.6 Both organistions  have provided officers with the relevant 
documentation in support of the nomination. 

 

3.7 Members are reminded that under the new process for assets of 
community value introduced in November 2012 the final decision 
regarding whether to list an asset rests with the Head of Planning and 
Regeneration in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Planning and 
Regeneration.   

 

 
 Financial Implications 
 
3.8 Property owners who believe they have incurred costs as a result of 

complying with these procedures can apply for compensation from the 
Council. As previously reported to Council, Government recognises 
this as a potential risk to local authorities and will provide a safety net 
whereby any verified claims of over £20,000 will be met by 
Government. The owners also have a right to appeal the decision 
made by the Council in agreeing that the building be included on the 
Assets of Community Value. 

 
 

Legal Implications 
 
3.8 The Localism Act 2011 made provision for a new system of listing of 

assets of community value, giving community groups the right to make 
nominations, and requiring local authorities to maintain local registers.    
Further more detailed rules around the operation of assets of 
community value are set out in the Assets of Community Value 
Regulations 2012. 

 
3.9 The test for listing an Asset of Community Value as set out in Section 

88 (1) of the Localism Act 2011 is as follows:- 
 

“A building or other land in a Local Authority’s area is land of 
community value if in the opinion of the authority:- 

 
(a) an actual current use of the building or other land that is not an 

ancillary user furthers the social well-being or social interests of the 
local community, and 

 
(b) it is realistic to think that there can continue to be non-ancillary use 

of the building or other land which will further (whether or not in the 
same way) the social well-being or social interests of the local 
community.” 

 
 
3.10 The legislation and guidance are slient on the issue of repeat 

applications.  Research by officers has established that some Councils 
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specifically limit the ability of unsuccessful applicants to re-apply, for 
example by not allowing a repeat application within a specified period 
of time, or unless there have been significant changes. However the 
Bromsgrove policy does not include any such restrictions.  

  
 Service/Operational Implications  
 
3.11 There are no specific operational implications for the District. The list of 

nominated assets will be maintained by Land Charges officers and will 
be available on the Councils Website.  

 
 
 Customer / Equalities and Diversity Implications  
 
3.12 The approval of the nomination of The Cross Inn will ensure that 

should the property be declared for sale any community group would 
be able to express an interest in purchasing the asset. This would 
result in up to 6 months of moratorium whereby any sale could only be 
to a community group. Following this the owner can sell to any 
purchaser. This excludes the sale as a going concern. 

 
 
4. RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
4.1 The register will be maintained to ensure that all assets nominated are 

included to mitigate any risks associated with assets not being 
included on the register. Consideration by officers and members will be 
undertaken at each nomination to ensure a consistent approach is 
taken.    

 
APPENDICES 
  
Appendix 1 –Nomination Form  

 
AUTHOR OF REPORT 
 
Name: Ruth Bamford 
E Mail: r.bamford@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
Tel: (01527) 881202 

mailto:r.bamford@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk


BROMSGROVE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE – THE COMMUNITY 
RIGHT TO BID 

 
NOMINATION FORM 

 
Section A: About your organisation 
 
A1 Organisation’s name and address 
 

Name of organisation*: Redditch & Bromsgrove CAMRA Branch 
 

Address including postcode 
 Martin Hancock 

199 longbridge lane 

 Northfield 

 Birmingham 

 b31 4jx 

 

*full name as written in your constitution or rules (if appropriate) 
 
A2 Contact details 
 

Name: Martin Hancox 
 

Position in organisation: Public liaison officer  
 

Address including postcode 
 199 longbridge lane 

 Northfield 

 Birmingham 

 b31 4jx 

 

Daytime telephone no. 07468584565  
 

Email address hancox.martin@gmail.com  
 

How and when can we contact you?* Email 
 

*by email or phone, and days of the week and/or times of day you would prefer 
 

mailto:hancox.martin@gmail.com


A3 Type of organisation 
 

Description Put a cross 
against all those 
that apply 

Registration number of 
charity and/or company 
(if applicable) 

Neighbourhood forum   

Parish Council   

Charity   

Community interest company   

Unincorporated body    

Company limited by guarantee X  1270286 

Industrial and provident society   

 
 
A4 Number of members registered to vote locally (unincorporated bodies only) 
 

In the case of an unincorporated body, at least 21 of its members must be registered 
to vote in the Bromsgrove District . If relevant, please confirm the number of such 
members. If they are registered to vote in the area of a neighbouring local authority, 
rather than in Bromsgrove , please confirm which area that is. 
 

 
A5 Local connection 
 

Your organisation must have a local connection, which means that its activities are 
wholly or partly concerned with the administrative area of Bromsgrove District 
Council or a neighbouring local authority. In some cases this will be obvious, eg. a 
parish council in Bromsgrove, or an organisation whose activities are confined to the 
district. If your connection may not be obvious to us please explain what your 
organisation’s local connection is. 
CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, is an independent consumer organisation campaigning 

for real ale, community pubs and consumer rights. CAMRA is a company limited by 

guarantee, registered in England with company number 1270286. CAMRA’s national 

surplus is not distributed to its members and the individual CAMRA Branch activity 

where the pub is nominated is wholly or partly applied to the local authority area. The 

local CAMRA Branch submitting this nomination does not distribute any surplus it 

makes to its members in line with Section 5 of the regulations. The CAMRA branch 

has a local connection as demonstrated by the following activities which are run and 

funded by the branch within the local authority district: 

 The CAMRA Branch hosts a beer festival in the local are 

 The Branch hosts meetings in the local pub and the local area 

The Branch nominates a local pub of the year in this area 

 The Branch presents awards to pubs in the area 



 The Branch runs campaigns to save local pubs in the area 

 The Branch writes a local newsletter about pubs and campaigns in the area 

The nomination is being submitted by the CAMRA Branch in line with Judge NJ Warren’s 

First Tier Tribunal General Regulatory Chamber decision in St Gabriel Properties Limited – v 

– London Borough of Lewisham and South East London Branch of CAMRA (also enclosed 

within this letter). The decision outlined that CAMRA and its local branches can be treated in 

a ‘hybrid’ way and relies upon CAMRA’s status as a company limited by guarantee which 

does not distribute any surplus it makes to its members as well as the local branch’s own 

activities that provide a local connection with the land/property nominated.  

 

 



A6 Distribution of surplus funds (certain types of organisation only) 
 

If your organisation is an unincorporated body, a company limited by guarantee, or 
an industrial and provident society, its rules must provide that surplus funds are not 
distributed to members, but are applied wholly or partly for the benefit of the local 
area (ie. within the administrative area of Bromsgrove or a neighbouring local 
authority). If relevant, please confirm that this is the case, and specifically which area 
this applies to. 

The nomination is being submitted by the CAMRA Branch in line with Judge NJ Warren’s 

First Tier Tribunal General Regulatory Chamber decision in St Gabriel Properties Limited – v 

– London Borough of Lewisham and South East London Branch of CAMRA (also enclosed 

within this letter). The decision outlined that CAMRA and its local branches can be treated in 

a ‘hybrid’ way and relies upon CAMRA’s status as a company limited by guarantee which 

does not distribute any surplus it makes to its members as well as the local branch’s own 

activities that provide a local connection with the land/property nominated.  

 

 
A7 More about your organisation 
 

What are the main aims and activities of your organisation? 
 

 The CAMRA Branch hosts a beer festival in the local are 

 The Branch hosts meetings in the local pub and the local area 

The Branch nominates a local pub of the year in this area 

 The Branch presents awards to pubs in the area 

 The Branch runs campaigns to save local pubs in the area 

 The Branch writes a local newsletter about pubs and campaigns in the area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A8 Your organisation’s rules 
 

Please send us a copy of the relevant type of 
document for your organisation, and put a cross in 
the next column to indicate which one this is 

X 

Memorandum and Articles of Association (for a 
company) 

X 

Trust Deed (for a trust)  

Constitution and/or rules (for other organisations) X 

 
 



Part B: About the land or building(s) you are nominating 
 
B1 Description and address  
 

What it is (eg. pub, local shop) 
Public House 

Name of premises (eg. Post office , Community Centre)  
New Inn 

Address including postcode (if known) 
 Address Line 1:10 Doctors Hill 

 Address Line 2:Bournheath 

 City:Bromsgrove 

 Postcode:B61 9JE 

 

 
B2 Sketch plan 
 



Please include (here or on a separate sheet) a sketch plan of the land. This should 
show:- 

 The boundaries of the land that you are nominating 

 The approximate size and position of any building(s) on the land. 

 Any roads bordering the site. 
 
LAND REGISTRY ATTACHED  



B3 Owners and others with an interest in the building or land 
You should supply the following information, if possible. If any information is not known 
to you, please say so. 
 

 Name(s) Address(es) 

Names of all current 
occupants of the land 

ATTACHED Same as B1. 

Names and current or 
last known addresses 
of all those owning the 
freehold of the land (ie. 
owner, head landlord, 
head lessor) 
 

ATTACHED ATTACHED 

Names and current or 
last known addresses 
of all those having a 
leasehold interest in 
the land (ie. tenant, 
intermediate landlord, 
intermediate lessor) 
 

ATTACHED ATTACHED 

 



B4 Why you think the building or land is of community value 
Note that the following are not able to be assets of community value:- 

 A building wholly used as a residence, together with land “connected with” that 
residence. This means adjoining land in the same ownership. Land is treated as 
adjoining if it is separated only by a road, railway, river or canal.  

 A caravan site.  

 Operational land. This is generally land belonging to the former utilities and 
other statutory operators. 

 

Does it currently further the social wellbeing or social interests* of the local 
community, or has it done so in the recent past? If so, how? 

 Live music events are often hosted at the pub 

 The pub hosts advertising for local events 

 There is a beer garden attached to the pub which is used and enjoyed by local people 

 A children’s play area for local families is also available at the pub 

 The pub has a great food menu enjoyed by the local community 

 The pub hosts regular quiz nights which bring the community together 

 Free wifi is available for customers 

 A local beer festival offering a range of local beers is hosted at the pub 

 There is free parking available which is accessed by the wider community 

 This pub is a member of CAMRA’s LocAle scheme, committed to serving locally produced real 
ales and meeting consumer demands for local produce 

 There are good transport links available to/from the pub 

  

 Local sport teams meet in this pub 

 The Pub has been included in a tourist or local pub guide 

 There is good access for disabled people at the pub 

 
 
back in 1889 as a result of a dispute over a button between two men a fight was set up and in the third 
round one of the men a Mr Alfred Waldren fell to the floor and dies the other man a Mr Thomas Price 
was charged with manslaughter 

Meeting spaces are available for local community groups and charities to use: Used by 

many walkers and is on The Hunters Walk (Bromsgrove Heritage Walk) Used by many cyclist including 
members of Bromsgrove Olympic Cycling Club. MG Club Folk Group Fundraising and Charity Events 
Dominoes Club Elderly and infirm that can't go anywhere else (i.e. important social aspect of lives for 
locals) Used by members of five different Masonic Lodges Visited Regularly by Bromsgrove Court Leet 
in history, and now! Farmers groups Jazz Nights Excellent Carvery and good food Beer Festivals Keeps 
various local ales Summer Barbeques Darts Games Machine Background music and live music events 
in restaurant/function room 
The pub has a dominoes club and a darts team 

 Local sports teams meet in the pub 
The pub has a community phone  
This pub is one of three in the village of Bournheath and all three are very well supported and as 
mentioned in previous sections this pub goes back a long way and has some historical notoriety 
attached to it 
This pub is one of three in the village of Bournheath and all three are very well supported and as 
mentioned in previous sections this pub goes back a long way and has some historical notoriety 
attached to it 



Could it in future further the social wellbeing or social interests* of the local 
community? If so, how? (This could be different from its current or past use.) 
Yes as above 

*These could be cultural, recreational and/or sporting interests, so please say which 
one(s) apply. 
 
 



 Section C: Submitting this nomination 
  
C1 What to include 
 

 The rules of your organisation (question A8). 

 Your sketch plan (question B2). 
 
C2 Signature 
By signing your name here (if submitting by post) or typing it (if submitting by email) 
you are confirming that the contents of this form are correct, to the best of your 
knowledge. 
 

Signature 
 

 
C3 Where to send this form 

You can submit this nomination:- 

 By post to: Jayne Pickering , Executive Director Finance and Resources, 
Bromsgrove District Council , Council House , Bromsgrove B60 1AA 

 By email to: j.pickering@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 

 

 
 

mailto:j.pickering@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk
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